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DISCLAIMER

The Perc White Reserve Landscape Management Plan and 
Masterplan was prepared for the Ci ty of  Port  Phi l l ip. 
 
This plan was developed using background mater ia l 
contained in a number of  support ing documents.  The 
informat ion contained in th is plan is as accurate as the 
informat ion contained in th is background mater ia l  at  the 
t ime of  wr i t ing.  The informat ion contained in th is plan 
is presented in good fai th to improve the Perc White 
reserve and surrounds. Due to di fferences in indiv idual 
c i rcumstances and the dynamic nature of  coastal 
environments,  the people,  inst i tut ions and organisat ions 
involved in the product ion of  th is document cannot be held 
responsible for  any loss,  damage or in jury as a resul t  of 
the use of  informat ion contained in th is document.  
 
Indiv iduals must accept responsibi l i ty  for  their  own 
si tuat ion and comply wi th relevant legis lat ion.  Whi lst  a l l 
care is taken to ensure a high degree of  accuracy,  users 
are invi ted to not i fy the author of  any map or informat ion 
discrepancies.  The plans, maps and imagery are courtesy 
of  the Ci ty of  Port  Phi l l ip.  Copyr ight  of  a l l  cadastral  map 
data resides with the Crown. 
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1.0 	 INTRODUCTION 
1.1	  About This Document
The C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  engaged a  landscape arch i tec t  to  p repare  a 
management  s t ra tegy  and master  p lan  fo r  the  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  a t 
Sandr idge ,  Por t  Me lbourne .

The reserve  cons is ts  o f  a  four  hec ta re  na tu re  reserve  loca ted  on  the 
per iphery  o f  the  C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  (CoPP)  and  is  loca ted  a t  the  sou thwest 
end  o f  Sandr idge  Beach.  I t  has  been iden t i f ied  as  hav ing  s ign i f i can t  loca l 
and  reg iona l  conserva t ion  s ta tus . 

“The  reserve  has  conserva t ion  va lue  because o f  remnant  and  regenera ted 
vegeta t i ve  ecosys tems,  makes  a  subs tan t ia l  con t r ibu t ion  to  b iod ivers i t y 
in  bo th  CoPP and the  G ipps land  P la in  B io reg ion  and prov ides  a  un ique 
example  o f  a  matur ing  revegeta t ion  as  a  p ro jec t  commenced by  the  Por t  o f 
Me lbourne  Author i t y  in  1985. ”  (TNLA 2007) .

Th is  landscape management  p lan  and master  p lan  p rov ides  a  ho l i s t i c 
landscape des ign  fo r  the  en t i re  a rea ,  a  c lear  ac t ion  p lan  and an 
imp lementa t ion  s t ra tegy  to  enab le  e f fec t i ve  fu tu re  management  o f  the  s i te 
and  sur round ing  a reas .

Th is  p lan  p rov ides  background to  the  s i te ,  the  i ssues  iden t i f ied  dur ing  the 
consu l ta t ion  p rocess  and an  imp lementa t ion  s t ra tegy  to  ensure  tha t  the 
reserve  i s  managed fo r  the  benef i t  o f  the  communi ty  and  the  env i ronment .

The key  requ i rements  o f  the  b r ie f  were  to  p repare  a  d ra f t  de ta i led  des ign 
package based on  communi ty  feedback ,  s i te  spec i f i cs  and  ex is t ing  po l i cy. 
The  work  invo lved  updat ing  the  ex is t ing  management  p lan  to  inc lude :

 
     Updated  vegeta t i ve  mapp ing ;

     Updated  works /ma in tenance ac t ion  p lan ;

     Updated  s i te  charac te r  assessment ;  and

     Management  o f  Counc i l ,  res iden ts ,  ma jo r  s takeho lders  needs  		
     and  the  na tu ra l  landscape in  an  in tegra ted ,  p rac t i ca l  and  		
     h igh  qua l i t y  des ign .

1
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2.0 	 BACKGROUND REVIEW 
2.1	 General
Perc  Whi te  Reserve  i s  loca ted  on  f reeho ld  land  owned by  the  Por t  o f 
Me lbourne  Corpora t ion  (PoMC)  and ma in ta ined  by  C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p 
(CoPP) .  The  communi ty  vo lun teer  g roup Fr iends  o f  Por t  Me lbourne ’s 
Foreshore  i s  a lso  ac t i ve ly  invo lved  in  ma in ta in ing  and upgrad ing  the  h igh ly 
va lued  communi ty  reserve . 
 
Perc  Whi te  Reserve  i s  a  na tu ra l  coas ta l  reserve  and serves  as  a  w i lder 
t rans i t ion  po in t  be tween the  c i t y  and  the  por t .  The  reserve  fo rms a  phys ica l 
bu f fe r  be tween the  por t  and  nearby  res iden t ia l  land  and has  been iden t i f ied 
as  an  a rea  o f  h igh  na tu ra l  and  cu l tu ra l  va lue .  CoPP manages  the  reserve 
as  par t  o f  a  ma in tenance agreement  be tween PoMC and CoPP.  I t  p rov ides 
an  impor tan t  hab i ta t  fo r  na t i ve  w i ld l i fe ,  in  par t i cu la r  the  Superb  Fa i ry -Wren 
and New Ho l land  Honey  Eater,  and  i s  an  impor tan t  rec rea t iona l  connec t ion 
be tween Por t  Ph i l l i p  fo reshore  and  Webb Dock  Tra i l .

To  gu ide  the  deve lopment  o f  th is  updated  landscape management  p lan , 
Counc i l  es tab l i shed a  Communi ty  Reference  Group.  The a im was  to  ensure 
tha t  the  v iews o f  re levant  and  va lued  communi ty  g roups  and government 
agenc ies  were  expressed and taken in to  account .

A copy  o f  the  Terms o f  Reference  fo r  th is  p ro jec t  a re  inc luded in  Append ix 
1  herewi th . 

2.2 Council Policies
Var ious  Por t  Ph i l l i p  Counc i l  po l i c ies  have  been cons idered  in  th is 
management  p lan  inc lud ing :

▪▪ Counc i l  P lan  2009-2013,  Ju ly  2009;

▪▪ Open Space St ra tegy,  Augus t  2009;

▪▪ Cl imate  Change in  the  C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  -  An  In i t ia l  Perspec t i ve ,     
   2007;

▪▪ Foreshore  Management  P lan ,  September  2004;

▪▪ Stormwater  Management  P lan ,  March  1999. 

2.2.1 The Council  Plan
 
The  Counc i l  P lan  2009-2013 ou t l ines  some key  s t ra teg ies  fo r  open space 
and dea l ing  w i th  c l imate  change.  Those wh ich  re la te  to  Perc  Whi te  Reserve 
inc lude  the  fo l low ing  s t ra teg ies :

▪▪ Ensure  tha t  open spaces  suppor t  ac t i ve  communi t ies  th rough 
in tegra ted  p lann ing  and sus ta inab le  management  (P lan  Ref .  4 .1 .3 ) ;

▪▪ Deve lop  a  s t rong  sense o f  pub l i c  sa fe ty  (P lan  Ref .  4 .1 .6 ) ;

▪▪ Fur ther  deve lop  the  qua l i t y  and  sa fe ty  o f  the  c i t y ’s  wa lk ing  and 
cyc l ing  oppor tun i t ies  (P lan  Ref .  4 .2 .2 ) ;

▪▪ Ensure  in tegra ted  p lann ing  and management  o f  our  fo reshore  (P lan 
Ref .  4 .3 .1 ) ;

▪▪ Pro tec t ,  p reserve  and re ins ta te  loca l  na tu ra l  env i ronments  and 
open spaces  w i th in  the  c i t y  (P lan  Ref .  4 .3 .2 ) ;

▪▪ St r i ve  to  ensure  tha t  ma jo r  p ro jec ts  enhance l i veab i l i t y  (P lan  Ref . 
4 .4 .1 ) .

The s t ra teg ies  above h igh l igh t  the  need fo r  s t rong  counc i l  and  communi ty 
engagement  in  any  redeve lopment  o f  the  Por t  Me lbourne  water f ron t  to  se -
cure  a  sus ta inab le  fu tu re  fo r  the  p rec inc t .  
 
2.2.2 Open Space Strategy
As ou t l ined  in  the  Open Space St ra tegy,  the  C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p ’s  v is ion  fo r 
Pub l i c  Open Space is : 
 
‘A c i t y  where  pub l i c  open spaces  de f ine  the  c i t y ’s  charac te r  and  respond to 
i t s  peop le ’s  need fo r  p laces  to  res t ,  rec rea te  and  be  insp i red . ’

 
C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  Open Space Pr inc ip les  a re :

▪▪ Opt imum prov is ion  o f  open space;

▪▪ Commerc ia l  even ts  in  pub l i c  open space;

▪▪ New res iden t ia l  deve lopment  and  pub l i c  open space;

▪▪ Safe  Access  to  Pub l i c  Open Space;

▪▪ Access  fo r  a l l ;

▪▪ St ree tscapes  as  pub l i c  open space;

▪▪ Ava i lab i l i t y  o f  Pub l i c  Open Space managed by  o thers ;

▪▪ Supp ly  o f  Pub l i c  Open Space;  and

▪▪ Susta inab le  open spaces  ( recent ly  adopted) .

A sh i f t  i n  pub l i c  th ink ing  was  a lso  iden t i f ied  w i th in  the  Open Space 
St ra tegy,  s ta t ing  tha t  ‘ s ince  the  las t  rev is ion ,  momentum has  been 
ga ther ing  a round the  need to  address  i ssues  tha t  re la te  to  open space 
prov is ion ,  such  as  how to  p ro tec t  the  loca l  env i ronment ,  how to  improve 
sus ta inab i l i t y  and  what  to  do  about  dec l in ing  leve ls  o f  phys ica l  ac t i v i t y 
ac ross  the  popu la t ion . ’

In  the  Open Space St ra tegy  the  C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  have  iden t i f ied  tha t  the 

h igh  qua l i t y  o f  na t i ve  landscape w i th in  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  shou ld  con t inue 
to  be  p ro tec ted  and enhanced.

Coas ta l  vegeta t ion  a t  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  o f fe rs  a reas  o f  reg iona l 
conserva t ion  s ign i f i cance .  Mature  p lan t ings  p rov ide  hab i ta t  fo r  a  var ie ty 
o f  b i rd  spec ies .  These s i tes  a lso  p rov ide  an  oppor tun i ty  fo r  a reas  tha t 
re fe rence  and showcase or ig ina l  coas ta l  landscapes .

2.2.3 Climate Change & Greenhouse Impacts

The Por t  Ph i l l i p  LGA i l l us t ra ted  on  the  fo l low ing  page,  has  the  f i f th  h igh -
es t  leve l  o f  r i sk  and  has  been the  focus  o f  a  recent  s tudy  o f  the  po ten t ia l 
impac ts  o f  c l imate  change. 
 
Mapp ing  o f  s to rm surge  and sea- leve l  r i se  p ro jec t ions  in  the  C i ty  o f  Por t 
Ph i l l i p  iden t i f ied  the  S t  K i lda  fo reshore  and the  a rea  immedia te ly  sur round-
ing  the  E lwood Cana l  as  be ing  par t i cu la r l y  vu lnerab le  to  inundat ion .  The 
s tudy  a lso  no ted  the  compound ing  e f fec ts  o f  s to rmwater  f lood ing  dur ing  a 
severe  s to rm.  The s tudy  iden t i f ied  sea- leve l  r i se  to  be  the  most  s ign i f i can t 
c l imate  change issue  fo r  the  C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p ,  due  to  the  assoc ia ted 
impac ts  o f  coas ta l  e ros ion  and s to rm surge . 
 
The  Federa l  Government ’s  recent  repor t  on  c l imate  change en t i t led ,  “C l i -
mate  Change R isk  to  Aus t ra l ia ’s  Coas t ”  re fe rs  to  the  C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p 
s tudy.  The mode l l ing  there in  doesn ’ t  ex tend  as  fa r  nor th  as  the  Perc  Whi te 
Reserve ,  however  the  genera l  comments  on  the  po ten t ia l  impac ts  o f  sea 
leve l  r i se  can  be  app l ied  to  the  reserve .

Ind ica t ions  a re  tha t  fo recas t  sea  leve l  r i se  w i l l  i nundate  the  reserve  w i th in 
90  years  where  abatement  measures  a re  absent . 
 
A federa l  government  repor t  iden t i f ied  key  impac ts  re levant  to  the  reserve 
and sur round ing  a reas .  These inc lude :

▪▪ Under  a  h igh-emiss ions  scenar io ,  a  sea  leve l  r i se  o f  up  to  a       	
	 met re  o f  more  by  the  end o f  the  cen tu ry  i s  poss ib le ;

▪▪ Between 27 ,600 and 44 ,600 res iden t ia l  bu i ld ings  in  Vic to r ia  may 
be  a t  r i sk  o f  inundat ion  f rom a  sea  leve l  r i se  o f  1 .1  met res  and  s to rm 
t ide  assoc ia ted  w i th  a  1 - in -100  year  s to rm;

▪▪ Loca l  government  a reas  (LGA)  o f  K ings ton ,  Hobsons  Bay,  Grea te r 
Gee long,  Wel l ing ton  and Por t  Ph i l l i p  co l lec t i ve ly  represent  c lose  to 
70  per  cen t  o f  the  res iden t ia l  bu i ld ings  a t  r i sk  in  Vic to r ia ;

The cur ren t  average leve l  o f  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  a re  be tween 1 .0  and  2 .0 
met res  above sea  leve l  w i th  a  h igh  t ide  mark  be tween 1 .4  and  1 .5m (aver -
age  he igh t  da tum) .   G iven  the  scenar io  o f  a  change in  sea  leve l  r i se  o f  1 .1 
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metres  w i th in  90  years ,  i t  i s  expec ted  tha t  the  Reserve  w i l l  be  sub jec t  to 
‘Po ten t ia l  S to rm Surge ’ as  per  the  ad jacent  mode l  because o f  i t s  t yp ica l l y 
cos ta l  leve ls  and  land fo rm.

2.2.4 Foreshore Management Plan
In  accordance w i th  the  2004 Foreshore  Management  P lan  th is  repor t  has 
rev iewed the  2007 Perc  Whi te  Reserve  Landscape Management  P lan  and 
prov ides  updated  recommendat ions  fo r  the  management  o f  Perc  Whi te 
Reserve  in  Chapter  5 .

2.2.5 Stormwater Management Plan
Th is  repor ts  has  regard  to  the  C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  document  “S to rmwater 
Management  P lan  1999” .

The pr imary  goa l  fo r  s to rmwater  management  in  the  c i t y  i s  to  deve lop  and 
ma in ta in  eco log ica l l y  sus ta inab le  waterways ;  spec i f i ca l l y  to  improve  the 
hea l th  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  Bay.

Spec i f i c  ob jec t i ves  inc lude :

▪▪ To min imise  adverse  f lood ing ;

▪▪ To pro tec t  and  improve  water  qua l i t y  by  manag ing  po in t  source  and 
non-po in t  source  po l lu tan t  load ings ;

▪▪ Improv ing  res iden t ,  bus iness  and communi ty  awareness  o f  va lues 
o f  the  s to rmwater  sys tem and po ten t ia l  impac t  o f  the i r  ac t i v i t ies  and 
par t i c ipa t ion  in ,  the  management  o f  s to rmwater. 

2.3 Other Policies  
 

Other  s ign i f i can t  po l i c ies  tha t  have  been re fe renced inc lude :

▪▪ Por t  o f  Me lbourne  P lann ing  Scheme;

▪▪ Por t  o f  Me lbourne  Corpora t ion ,  “Por t  Deve lopment  S t ra tegy  2035     	
	 V is ion ,  Augus t ”  2009;  and

▪▪ CPTED Cr ime Prevent ion  Through Env i ronmenta l  Des ign  		
	 (d iscussed in  “Des ign  Pr inc ip les ”  as  par t  o f  Sec t ion  5  here in ) .

3

2.3.1 Port of Melbourne Planning Scheme
 

Under  the  S ta te  Government  o f  Vic to r ia ’s  ‘Por t  o f  Me lbourne  P lann ing 
Scheme’ ,  bo th  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  and Webb Dock  Tra i l  a re  c lass i f ied  as  a 
‘Spec ia l  Use  Zone Schedu le  1 ’ (SUZ1) .

Storm Surge 
Inundat ion  mode l . 
 
Taken f rom “C l imate 
Change in  the  C i ty  o f 
Por t  Ph i l l i p  -  An  In i t ia l 
Perspec t i ve”  2007. 
 
I t  i s  acknowledged 
tha t  the  ex ten t  o f  th is 
mode l  does  no t  ex tend 
to  Perc  Whi te  Reserve 
however  i t  i s  reasonab le 
to  p resume tha t  under 
a  1 .25-2 .31m sea leve l 
r i se ,  the  s i te  w i l l  be 
sub jec t  to  inundat ion 
s im i la r  to  the  o ther  low-
ly ing  fo reshore  a reas 
shown in  the  mode l . 
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The purpose  o f  the  SUZ1 is  to  p rov ide  fo r  the  ongo ing  opera t ion  and 
deve lopment  o f  the  Por t  o f  Me lbourne  as  a  key  a rea  fo r  the  S ta te  o f 
Vic to r ia  fo r  in te rchange,  s to rage and d is t r ibu t ion  o f  goods .  Prov is ion  i s 
a lso  made fo r  land  uses  wh ich  der ive  d i rec t  benef i t  f rom co-es tab l i sh ing 
w i th  a  por t . 
 
A fu r ther  purpose  o f  the  Por t  o f  Me lbourne  P lann ing  Scheme is  to  fac i l i ta te 
the  imp lementa t ion  o f  the  Loca l  P lann ing  Po l i cy  Framework  and  opera t ion 
o f  the  Mun ic ipa l  S t ra teg ic  S ta tement  and  loca l  p lann ing  po l i c ies .  Add i t iona l 
in fo rmat ion  may be  ob ta ined  f rom The Depar tment  o f  P lann ing  and 
Communi ty  Deve lopment  www.dpcd.v ic .gov.au 
 
Under  the  “Loca l  P lann ing  Po l i cy  Framework”  C lause  21 ,  (as  par t  o f  the 
“Por t  S t ra teg ic  S ta tement ” )  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  and the  Webb Dock  Tra i l 
a re  iden t i f ied  as  be ing  re ta ined  fo r  “ landscap ing /open space”  and  as  a 
bu f fe r  be tween sens i t i ve  land  uses  and the  opera t iona l  Por t .  C lause  21 
c i tes  tha t  “PoMC is  commi t ted  to  re ta in ing  these  a reas  and where  i t  i s 
cons is ten t  w i th  Por t  p lann ing ,  p rov id ing  new oppor tun i t ies  fo r  open space 
a long  the  fo reshore  and r i ve r ” .  Under  c lause  21  i t  i s  a lso  s ta ted  one o f  the 
“ imp lementa t ion  measures”  fo r  “open space and recrea t ion”  i s  to  “L ia ise 
w i th  the  C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  in  rev iew ing  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  to  de te rmine 
the  most  su i tab le  zone or  over lay  to  p ro tec t  i t s  env i ronmenta l  va lues . ” 

2.3.2 Port of Melbourne Development Strategy 2035 Vision
Perc  Whi te  Reserve  i s  s i tua ted  on  Por t  o f  Me lbourne  land  in  the  Webb 
Dock  p rec inc t .  “ In  deve lop ing  the  por t ,  PoMC has  adopted  a  management 
f ramework  tha t  incorpora tes :

▪▪     Communi ty  engagement  th rough d i rec t  engagement  and        
      consu l ta t i ve  fo rums;

▪▪     Deve lopment  o f  a  shared  v is ion  w i th  loca l  counc i l s  regard ing   
      por t  g rowth  and deve lopment ;

▪▪     The  ongo ing  deve lopment  o f  a  v ib ran t  educat ion  p rogramme;

▪▪     Suppor t  fo r  communi ty  ac t i v i t ies ;

▪▪     Manag ing  the  por t ’s  impac t  on  the  env i ronment  and  amen i ty,  
      fac i l i ta ted  by  the  Port  Safety and Environmental  

     Management Plan and the  Port  Environs Framework;  and  

▪▪     An  apprec ia t ion  o f  the  por t ’s  landscapes ,  fac i l i ta ted  by  the  por t  
      amen i ty  enhancement  p rogram. ” 

The Por t  o f  Me lbourne  Corpora t ion  p lan  i s  to  deve lop  Webb Dock  as  an 
in te rna t iona l  con ta iner  te rmina l  by  2035.  By  th is  t ime i t  w i l l  have  a  capac i ty 

to  hand le  a  s im i la r  number  o f  con ta iners  to  Swanson Dock .  Accord ing  to 
the  “shor t  to  med ium te rm”  ou tcomes,  Webb Dock  Eas t  wou ld  be  deve loped 
fo r  “ in te rna t iona l  con ta iners ” ,  “coas ta l ”  inc lud ing  “Bass  S t ra igh t ”  and 
“va lue  added log is t i cs ”  and  “ in te r im use”  a long  the  nor thern  boundary  o f 
the  Reserve  and Todd Road.  In  the  “ longer  te rm”  the  en t i re  a rea  ad jo in ing 
Webb Dock  Tra i l ,  the  Reserve  and Todd Road w i l l  be  used fo r  in te rna t iona l 
con ta iners .

Accord ing  to  the  PoMC 2035 Vis ion ,  there  a re  no  p lans  to  address  the 
dua l -guage ra i l  co r r idor  in  the  “shor t  te rm” .  In  the  “ longer  te rm”  the  S ta te 
Government  w i l l  need to  p rov ide  d i rec t ion . 

Bo th  the  “Shor t  to  Med ium te rm v is ion  concept  p lan”  and  the  “Long te rm 
v is ion”  iden t i f y  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  remain ing  as  a  bu f fe r  zone. 
 
2.4 Historical Context
In  add i t ion  to  the  env i ronmenta l  s ign i f i cance  o f  the  a rea ,  i t  has  a  r i ch 
cu l tu ra l  her i tage .  A number  o f  h is to r i ca l  re fe rences  cou ld  be  used as  a 
bas is  fo r  enhanc ing  a  sense  o f  iden t i t y  fo r  the  a rea .  Proposed educat iona l 
and /o r  in te rp re t i ve  s ignage shou ld  be  a  fea tu re  fo r  the  reserve  and t ra i l . 
 
The  ear l ies t  inhab i tan ts  o f  the  a rea  now covered  by  the  C i ty  o f  Por t 
Ph i l l i p  were  the  Ya luk i t -w i l lam,  one  o f  the  f i ve  c lans  o f  the  Bunurong, 
known as  the  coas ta l  t r ibe ,  and  who were  members  o f  the  Ku l in  na t ion . 
They  roamed the  swampy areas  be low Emera ld  H i l l  and  the  sandy- r idged 
tea- t ree  covered  coas t l ine ,  wh ich  ex tended f rom St  K i lda  to  F ishermans 
Bend.  The abor ig ina l  inhab i tan ts  knew the  S t  K i lda  a rea  as  “Euro-Yroke” 
a  name tha t  was  used by  them to  descr ibe  the  red-brown sands tone found 
a long  the  beach.

“There  i s  a lso  the  f i r s t  European L IARDET,  WILBRAHAM FREDERICK 
EVELYN (1799-1878) ,who was  a  ho te l -keeper  and  water -co lour is t ,  born 
on  17  Ju ly  1799 a t  Che lsea ,  London.  By  1839 he  and h is  w i fe  had  e leven 
ch i ld ren  o f  whom f i ve  sons  and four  daughters  surv ived  in fancy.  In  Ju ly  o f 
tha t  year  the  fami ly  sa i led  fo r  Sydney  in  the  Wi l l i am Metca l fe .

The sh ip  spent  some th ree  weeks  in  Hobson ’s  Bay  and L ia rde t  dec ided 
to  se t t le  there .  He se t t led  by  the  water  a t  what  became Por t  Me lbourne . 
In  Oc tober  1840 he  opened the  Br igh ton  P ie r  Hote l  and  soon had a 
passenger  coach  serv ice  to  Me lbourne .   The  ho te l  was  ex tended and 
a t t rac ted  p leasure  seekers  f rom town fo r  whom L ia rde t  o rgan ized  horse 
races ,  rega t tas  and  archery ” (Aus t ra l ian  D ic t ionary  o f  B iography  On l ine) , 
wh ich  i t  i s  unders tood  occur red  in  the  a rea  o f  the  reserve .  He prepared 
numerous  water  -co lour  ske tches  o f  the  a rea ,  wh ich  a re  s to red  a t  La t robe 
L ib ra ry.
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More  recent ly  the  reserve  has  been ded ica ted  to  Perc  Whi te  who was 
th ree  t imes  Mayor  o f  Por t  Me lbourne  in  the  ear ly  1980 ’s .  Dur ing  th is  t ime 
a  p lan  was  conce ived  to  pu t  ra i l  l i nes  a long  the  fo reshore  a t  Sandr idge  fo r 
the  movement  o f  f re igh t  to  and  f rom Webb Dock .  That  p lan  was  res is ted 
and remnant  ra i l  l i nes  tha t  remained f rom the  second Wor ld  War,  were 
removed and ind igenous  vegeta t ion  was  es tab l i shed a long  the  fo reshore . 

Perc  became the  Mun ic ipa l  Assoc ia t ion  o f  Vic to r ia ’s  (MAV)  representa t i ve 
on  the  Board  o f  the  Por t  o f  Me lbourne  Author i t y  (PMA) .

In  1989 the  C i ty  o f  Por t  Me lbourne  rece ived  a  le t te r  f rom the  PMA  
sugges t ing  tha t  in  recogn i t ion  o f  Perc ’s  con t r ibu t ion  to  the  Board ,  an  a rea 
o f  land ,  tha t  we now know as  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  be  des igna ted  as  a 
Reserve  and take  h is  name. 



Aer ia l  pho to  o f  s i te  2000 - Imaged Sourced :  Goog le  Ear th  Pro fess iona l .

Aer ia l  pho to  o f  s i te  1945

Imaged Sourced:  Un ivers i t y  o f  Me lbourne .

Aer ia l  pho to  o f  s i te  2008 - Imaged Sourced:  Goog le  Ear th  Pro fess iona l .

2.5 Environmental Context
Perc  Whi te  Reserve  i s  the  on ly  s i te  o f  remnant  dune vegeta t ion  in  deep 
s i l i ca  sand tha t  p re -da tes  wh i te  se t t lement  in  Por t  Ph i l l i p  Bay.  I t  i s  home 
to  th ree  g rasses  tha t  a re  a  un ique  vegeta t ion  type  in  the  CoPP.  (Refer 
to  Sec t ion  4 .4  and  4 .5 ) .  The  in te r - t ida l  zone cons is ts  o f  s i l t y  sands  tha t 
demonst ra te  s ign i f i can t  o r ig ina l  fea tu res  and  in tegr i t y.

Wi th in  the  reserve  there  a re  seven reg iona l l y  s ign i f i can t  na tu ra l l y  occur r ing 
p lan t  spec ies  as  we l l  four  to  s ix  loca l l y  s ign i f i can t  na tu ra l l y  occur r ing 
spec ies .  The  reserve  and Webb Dock  Tra i l  p resent ly  p rov ides  hab i ta t  fo r 
two  no tab le  b i rd  spec ies ;  the  Superb  Fa i ry -Wren (Ma lu rus  cyaneus)  and 
New Ho l land  Honeyeater  (Phy l idonyr is  novaeho l land iae) . 
 
A l though no t  p resent ly  observed  in  the  reserve ,  the  na t iona l l y  th rea tened 
Swi f t  Par ro t  (La thamus d isco lo r )  i s  known to  pass  th rough Me lbourne  on 
rou te  f rom Tasman ia  to  Nor thern  Vic to r ia .

Reference  Po in t

Perc White Reserve / Management Plan & Master Plan 2010 / Final 5



Perc White Reserve / Management Plan & Master Plan 2010 / Final

3.0 	 CONSULTATION 

3.1	 Community Consultation
Th is  sec t ion  ou t l ines  the  p rocess  and re la t ionsh ip  o f  the  consu l ta t ion 
under taken and the  des ign  response tha t  have  been incorpora ted  in to  the 
management  s t ra tegy. 
 
Communi ty  consu l ta t ion  and  feedback  on  the  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  and 
sur rounds  was  open fo r  a  per iod  o f  over  5  months  f rom Augus t  24 ,  2009 
un t i l  February  1 ,  2010.  A number  o f  ac t i v i t ies  were  under taken to  ass is t  in 
the  deve lopment  o f  the  updated  P lan .  These inc luded:

▪▪ Three  on-s i te  communi ty  consu l ta t ions  dur ing  September  2009; 

▪▪ On-s i te  s ignage pane ls  on  the  corner  o f  Todd Road and The 
Bou levard  where  add i t iona l  in fo rmat ion  was  p rogress ive ly  added to 
i l l us t ra te  the  p lans  deve lopment  in  response to  communi ty  feedback ;

▪▪ Placement  o f  A3  lamina ted  s igns  th roughout  the  reserve  and 
sur rounds  to  a lso  adver t i se  the  consu l ta t ion  oppor tun i t ies  and  the 
p lans  deve lopment  in  response to  communi ty  feedback .

▪▪ Three  ma i l -ou ts  to  near ly  400  res iden ts  on  each  occas ion ;  and

▪▪ Ongo ing  responses  to  communi ty  member  con t r ibu t ions  by  phone 
and emai l .

The  consu l ta t ion  p rocess  purpose ly  sought  the  communi ty ’s  inpu t  w i thou t 
any  p re -de te rmined concept  p lans .  A t  the  on-s i te  consu l ta t ions  members 
o f  the  pub l i c  were  inv i ted  to  d raw on  cop ies  o f  aer ia l  pho tos  to  d i rec t l y 
iden t i f y  any  improvements  to  the  a rea . 
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Par t i c ipan ts  were  a lso  inv i ted  to  improve  o r  add  to ,  the  reserve  ex is t ing 
va lues  and pr inc ip les .

The communi ty  consu l ta t ion  p rocess  had a  h igh  leve l  o f  engagement  f rom 
the  loca l  communi ty.  Pos i t i ve  feedback  was  a lso  rece ived  f rom res iden ts 
and  reserve  users  in  re la t ion  to  the  p lans  deve lopment  and  consu l ta t ion 
p rocess  adopted .

Values

▪▪ Valued as  a  coas ta l  na tu re  reserve ;  and

▪▪ Place  fo r  pass ive  rec rea t ion  and  resp i te .

Principles

▪▪ Pro tec t ion  o f  impor tan t  na t i ve  p lan ts  and  an ima ls ;

▪▪ Enhancement  o f  the  ra re  coas ta l  ecosys tem;

▪▪ Access  to  and  th rough the  reserve ;  and

▪▪ Safe ty  &  access ib i l i t y  fo r  a l l .

 
Summary of community feedback received:

▪▪ Rat iona l i se  the  pa ths  ne twork ,  fo rma l i s ing  p r imary  pa ths  w i th  c lear 
v iews fo r  more  d i rec t  and  sa fe r  access ;

▪▪ Upgrade fenc ing  &  p lan t ing  to  p ro tec t  and  enhance hab i ta t  fo r 
na t i ve  an ima ls ;

▪▪ New d i rec t iona l  s ignage to  and  th rough the  reserve  and beach – 
inc lud ing  improved wa lk ing  and cyc l ing  l inks  to  the  Webb Dock  t ra i l ;

▪▪ Add i t iona l  sea t ing  and  b ins  fo r  wa lkers  and  ang le rs  a long  t ra i l ;  and

▪▪ Cons ider  a  fea tu re  to  encourage more  v is i to rs  to  access  the  Webb 
Dock  t ra i l .

Consequent ly  a  number  o f  key  i ssues  and cons idera t ions  were  responded 
to  the  master  p lan  and management  s t ra tegy  fo r  the  Reserve  and 
sur rounds .  P lease  re fe r  to  the  tab le  on  the  nex t  page iden t i f y ing  the  key 
i ssues  and re la ted  des ign  responses .  
 
In  add i t ion  to  the  pub l i c  consu l ta t ion  p rocess ,  Counc i l  es tab l i shed a 
communi ty  Reference  Group to  p rov ide  adv ice  and  feedback  to  counc i l  i n 
the  p lans  deve lopment .  The  Reference  Groups  respons ib i l i t i es  inc luded 
cons idera t ion  o f  des i red  ou tcomes and any  l im i ta t ions  ( inc lud ing  budget ing) 
and  re levant  s t ra teg ies  and  po l i c ies .  Three  Perc  Whi te  Reference  Group 
meet ings  were  he ld  wh ich  inc luded two on-s i te  v is i t s .

The s takeho lders  represented  on  the  Reference  Group inc luded:

▪▪ Por t  o f  Me lbourne  Corpora t ion ;

▪▪ Fr iends  o f  Por t  Me lbourne ’s  Foreshore ;

▪▪ L i fe  Sav ing  Vic to r ia ;

▪▪ Sandr idge  L i fe  Sav ing  C lub ;

▪▪ Three  loca l  communi ty  member  representa t i ves ;

▪▪ Parks  Vic to r ia ;

▪▪ Vic to r ia  Po l i ce ; 

▪▪ One Por t  Ph i l l i p  Counc i l lo r,  nomina ted  by  counc i l ;  and

▪▪ Two C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  S ta f f  appo in ted  by  the  CEO.

Other  cons idera t ions  to  the  iden t i f ied  va lues  and pr inc ip les  in  the 
deve lopment  o f  the  update  management  p lan  and master  p lan  inc luded:

▪▪ Be f i t - fo r -purpose  des ign ,  address ing  re levant  s takeho lder  i ssues ,  
   i nc lud ing  communi ty  and  user  invo lvement ;

▪▪ Improve  the  in te r face  w i th  cyc l ing  ne tworks ,  improve  loca l  amen i ty  
  and  v isua l  leg ib i l i t y ;

▪▪ Ensure  a  h igh  leve l  o f  pub l i c  sa fe ty  incorpora t ing  CPTED des ign  
  p r inc ip les ;

▪▪ The use  o f  durab le  mater ia ls  and  f in ishes  tha t  a re  vanda l  res is tan t ;

▪▪ Comply  w i th  a l l  re levan t  Leg is la t i ve  Requ i rements  and  Standards  
  inc lud ing  DDA,  to  cons ider  cos t  e f fec t i veness  and min imiza t ion  o f  
  cons t ruc tab i l i t y  complex i ty.

D iagram -  Pub l i c  Consu l ta t ion  and  the  Des ign  Process .
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3.2 Summary of Community Consultation
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4.2 Context and Photo Survey
Perc  Whi te  Reserve  i s  a  four -hec ta re  coas ta l  reserve  loca ted  be tween the 
Por t  o f  Me lbourne  and res iden t ia l  hous ing .   As  i l l us t ra ted  in  the  map on 
the  fo l low ing  page,  to  the  wes t  o f  the  s i te  there  i s  an  ac t i ve  por t  and  to 
the  nor th  there  i s  a  la rge  t rac t  o f  vacant  land  tha t  i s  owned by  the  Por t  o f 
Me lbourne  Corpora t ion  fo r  fu tu re  por t - re la ted  deve lopment .  The  sou thern 
edge o f  the  s i te  i s  bounded by  Sandr idge  Beach and to  the  nor theas t  a 
med ium dens i ty  res iden t ia l  hous ing  p rec inc t .  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  i s  a 
con t inua t ion  o f ,  and  i s  ad jacent  to ,  the  Sandr idge  Beach Reserve . 

Ex tend ing  sou th  o f  the  reserve  i s  the  Webb Dock  Tra i l  wh ich  ex is ts  as  a 
coas ta l  wa lk  a round the  edge o f  the  por t .  I t  has  s tunn ing  v iews back  to  the 
reserve  and a long  the  coas t  w i th  a  backdrop  o f  Me lbourne  c i t y.  The  t ra i l 
has  many  p laces  fo r  v is i to rs  to  f i sh  and  is  we l l  v i s i ted  fo r  th is  purpose .      

The  L i fe  Sav ing  Vic to r ia  bu i ld ing  was  recent ly  bu i l t  be tween Perc  Whi te 
Reserve  and Sandr idge  fo reshore .  The bu i ld ing  has  in  some ways 
in te r rup ted  a  fo rmer  connec t ion  to  Por t  Ph i l l i p  fo reshore  f rom Perc  Whi te 
Reserve .  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  i s  a  un ique  par t  o f  the  Sandr idge  fo reshore 
and connec t ions  shou ld  be  enhanced where  poss ib le .

4.0 	 SITE ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND REVIEW

4.1 Existing Conditions
The  s i te  i s  compr i sed  o f  two  d i s t i nc t  zones ,  a  na tu ra l l y  vege ta ted  coas ta l 
dune  env i ronment  and  separa te  in fo rma l  pa rk  l and .  The  f i r s t  o f  t hese 
covers  the  ma jo r i t y  o f  the  rese rve ’s  a rea  wh ich  i s  na tu ra l l y  vege ta ted .  A 
w ide  va r ie ty  o f  vege ta t ion  commun i t i es  ex i s t s  as  ou t l i ned  in  Sec t ion  4 .3 . 
 
The  key  des ign  e lements  tha t  need  to  be  inco rpora ted  in to  th i s  a rea  a re :

     A sa fe r  more  o rgan ised  pa th  ne twork ;

     I n te rp re ta t i ve  and  d i rec t iona l  s ignage ; 

     Revege ta t ion  to  re in fo rce  the  w i ld l i f e  hab i ta t  va lues ;

     Improved  l i gh t ing  to  mee t  Aus t ra l i an  S tandards  fo r  pub l i c       

     spaces ;  and

     A rev iew o f  ca r  pa rk ing .

The  second  a rea  i s  the  open  space  in  f ron t  o f  the  L i fe  Sav ing  Vic to r ia 
bu i l d ing .  Th is  space  i s  the  ma in  focus  o f  beach  v i s i to rs  i n  summer.  I t  has 
a  number  o f  ro les  wh ich  need  to  be  inco rpora ted  in to  the  mas te r  p lan :

     Deve lop  a  concep t  p lan  to  un i te  the  two  spaces ;

     Improved  l i gh t ing  to  Aus t ra l i an  S tandards ;

     Improved  c i r cu la t i on  to  m in im ise  the  r i sk  o f  acc iden ts  be tween 

     cyc l i s t s  and  pedes t r i ans ;

     Improved  l i nkages  to  Todd  Road  and  the  Webb  Dock  Tra i l ;  and

     I n te rp re ta t i ve  and  d i rec t iona l  s ignage .

Other  su r round ing  s i tes  to  be  cons ide red  under  th i s  management  p lan  a re 
the  Webb  Dock  Tra i l  i t se l f ,  t he  Todd  Road  bu f fe r  to  PoMC land  and  the 
ca rpark  a rea  and  landscap ing  a round  the  Sandr idge  L i fe  Sav ing  C lub .  

These  s i tes  need  to  be  upgraded  to : 
     Ca te r  fo r  ang le rs  and  pedes t r i ans  a long  the  Webb  Dock  Tra i l ;

     Assess  the  foo tpa th  needs ,  vege ta t ion  bu f fe r  and  pa rk ing                       
     requ i rements  a long  Todd  Road ,  and ;

     A rev iew o f  vege ta t ion  and  su r f  boa t  t ra i l e r  pa rk ing  a round  the         
     Sandr idge  L i fe  Sav ing  C lub .

These  a re  d i scussed  fu r the r  i n  Sec t ion  5 .

View look ing  Nor th  Eas t  to  The Bou levard  -  Open space w i th 
no  s t ruc tu re .

View look ing  South  a long  Webb Dock  Tra i l .

V iew look ing  Nor th  a long  Todd Road.

View look ing  West  a long  b ike  pa th -Sandr idge  L i fe  Sav ing  C lub . View look ing  West  f rom Sandr idge  L i fe  Sav ing  C lub .
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Site Contex t  -  Land Use.
LEGEND

Sandr idge  Reserve

Res iden t ia l

PoMC land

PoMC land  to  be 
deve loped fo r  por t 

re la ted  use

View l ines

PoMC proper ty 
boundary

(Above)  Is  an  ex t rac t  f rom the  Por t  o f  Me lbourne  Corpora t ion ’s 
“Por t  Deve lopment  S t ra tegy”  2009,  Shor t  to  Med ium Term Vis ion .
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1 2

3 4 5 6

Veh ic le  en t rance  to  the  reserve  f rom Todd Road -  Dep ic t ing  the 
en t rance ’s  mu l t ip le  s ignage and a  genera l  lack  o f  a  sense  o f  a r r i va l . 

Sandr idge  Beach -  Look ing  sou thwest  towards  the  LSV bu i ld ing 
and Perc  Whi te  Reserve  w i th  the  Por t  in  the  background.  Photo 
demonst ra tes  the  s t rong  presence o f  the  LSV bu i ld ing  be tween Perc 
Whi te  Reserve  and the  Sandr idge  Foreshore .

Cur ren t  reserve  en t rance  (wes t  o f  LSV bu i ld ing)  -  Typ ica l  fence 
and pa th .  Through the  midd le  o f  the  pho to  there  a re  a reas  lack ing 
vegeta t ion  cover.  Fences  requ i re  repa i r  and  pa ths  requ i re  upgrad ing /
renewal .

Reserve  fo redune -  Dep ic t ing  a  pa tch  o f  g round devo id  o f  success fu l 
vegeta t ion  due  to  p lan t  dec l ine .  Of ten  spec ies  such  as  Acac ia  a re  shor t -
l i ved  (10-20  years ) ,  requ i r ing  regenera t ion  and /or  rep lan t ing  to  accord 
w i th  the i r  l i fe -cyc le .

Ornamenta l  Open Grass  Area  -   Dep ic t ing  recent  revegeta t ion  fo l low ing  
the  2007 master  p lan . 

The reserve  look ing  sou theas t  -  A lso  dep ic t ing  the  v iew f rom the 
fo redune where  a  dense vegeta ted  s t r ip  i s  p resent .  Enhanc ing  and 
fu r ther  c rea t ing  de f ined  b reaks  in  the  vegeta t ion  wou ld  enab le  v iews to 
the  beach and bay  a long  w i th  sa fe r  and  more  d i rec t  access  th rough the 
reserve .

F rom wi th in  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  there  i s  a  range o f  except iona l  env i ronmenta l ,  indus t r ia l  and  u rban v iews.  D i rec t l y 
sou th  and  sou theas t  i s  the  v iew ou t  in to  Hobson and Por t  Ph i l l i p  Bays .  West  o f  the  s i te  i s  the  indus t r ia l  a rch i tec tu re 
o f  Webb Dock .  In  the  nor thwest  the  West  Gate  Br idge  a rcs  towards  and then  away f rom the  s i te ,  and  in  the  nor theas t 
the  c i t y  sky l ine  inc reases  in  p resence w i th  every  new tower. 
 
Eas t  o f  the  s i te  the  sky l ine  o f  Por t  Me lbourne  con t inues  to  deve lop  a t  the  base  o f  the  dua l  p ro t rud ing  f ingers  o f 
S ta t ion  and  Pr inces  P ie rs .  These v iews are  more  than  the  sum o f  the i r  par ts ,  o f fe r ing  an  exaggera ted  sense o f  t ime 
and sca le  and  o f fe r  a  repr ieve  f rom the  everyday  u rban scene. 
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In te rna l  Eas t  to  West  M inor  Pa th  –  The d i rec t ion  o f  the 
pa ths  i s  o f ten  var iab le  and  unc lear.  Th is  can  cause 
v is i to rs  to  fee l  enc losed,  uncomfor tab le  and  d isor ien ta ted 
w i thou t  c lear  s igh t  l i nes .   Th is  shou ld  be  addressed.

Beach Duna l  Grasses  ( look ing  sou thwest )  -  Dep ic t ing 
emergent  g rasses  and minor  e ros ion  be fo re  the  v iew o f 
the  Por t  and  i t s  ex is t ing  vegeta ted  bu f fe r  a long  the  Webb 
Dock  Tra i l  i s  v is ib le .

Nor th  to  South  t rack  f rom the  beach to  the  reserve  - 
Dep ic t ing  the  need fo r  upgraded fenc ing .  Th is  i s  one 
o f  numerous  in fo rma l  t racks  th rough the  s i te ,  requ i r ing 
c learer  l i nes  o f  s igh t  to  be  es tab l i shed.

Webb Dock  Tra i l  -  Look ing  Southeas t  ou t  to  Por t  Ph i l l i p 
Bay,  showing  a  f i sh ing  je t ty  in  the  fo reground.

Cur ren t  pedes t r ian  en t rance  to  the  reserve ,  wes t  o f 
the  LSV bu i ld ing  -  Dep ic t ing  var ious  s ignage.  Here , 
regu la to ry  s ignage and Fr iends  Group in fo rmat ion  board 
ex is t .  Re-s i t ing  s ignage shou ld  be  cons idered  to  improve 
v is ib i l i t y,  ach ieve  a  sense  o f  a r r i va l  and  p roper ly  express 
communi ty  ‘ownersh ip ’ o f  the  reserve .

Beach Duna l  Grasses  ( look ing  nor theas t )  -  Dep ic t ing 
emergent  g rasses  and fo redune fenc ing  be fo re  the  qu i te 
remarkab le  v iews o f  the  c i t y  sky l ine .

The wes tern  edge o f  the  reserve  ( look ing  sou th )  - 
I l l us t ra t ing  par t  o f  the  Webb Dock  Tra i l  wh ich  d iv ides 
Perc  Whi te  Reserve  f rom the  Por t  fac i l i t i es .  The  mixed-
he igh t  por t -s ide  vegeta t ion  bu f fe r  i s  dep ic ted .
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Th is  aer ia l  p lan  over lay  con ta ins  a  key  dep ic t ing  the 
pos i t ion  and  d i rec t ion  f rom wh ich  the  photographs  on  the 
p receed ing  pages  were  taken.

The photo  s tudy  was  conduc ted  to  fu r ther  unders tand 
the  ex is t ing  cond i t ions  on  the  s i te .  The  photos  in  th is 
document  have  been se lec ted  to  demonst ra te  charac te r, 
fea tu res  and  un iqueness  o f  Perc  Whi te  Reserve . 

12

Perc White Reserve / Management Plan & Master Plan 2010 / Final

Aer ia l  p lan  over lay  iden t i f y ing  pho to  loca t ion  and  d i rec t ion .
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Photo  o f  ex is t ing  Carex  pumi la  a t  the 
wes te rn  end   o f  the  fo redune.

4.3 Landscape Character and Uses
The vegeta t ion  and  eco logy  o f  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  i s  un ique  and reg iona l l y 
s ign i f i can t .  Vegeta t ion  i s  an  in tegra l  par t  o f  the  reserve ’s  charac te r  and 
va lue .  Wi th in  the  reserve  i s  a  combina t ion  o f  pa tches  o f  ta l l  sh rubs ,  t rees , 
open grass ,  duna l  and  low grasses  and shrubs . 

As  i l l us t ra ted  in  p lans  and photographs  on  the  fo l low ing  pages ,  there  a re 
two qu i te  d is t inc t  par ts  o f  the  reserve .  The sou thern  end  compr ises  duna l 
g rasses  and shrubs  and the  nor thern  par t  fea tu res  open ornamenta l  g rass 
w i th  s tands  o f  ta l l  t rees  and shrubs . 
 
Th is  sec t ion  con ta ins  an  assessment  o f  the  spa t ia l  and  o ther  cur ren t 
qua l i t i es  o f  the  ex is t ing  cond i t ions  inc lud ing  p lan ts .  A copy  o f  the 
in tens ive  s tudy  o f  the  vegeta t ion  communi t ies  was  conduc ted  fo r  the  2007 
Management  P lan  wh ich  i s  c i ted  in  Sec t ion  4 .4 . 
 
I t  i s  ev iden t  tha t  ex is t ing  vegeta t ion  w i th in  the  reserve ,  wh i le  un ique , 
i s  no t  an  en t i re ly  hea l thy  ecosys tem,  w i th  many  o f  the  Acac ia  spec ies 
becoming  senescent  and  recent ly  removed f rom the  s i te .  Wi th in  the 
reserve  there  a re  many  pa tches  devo id  o f  vegeta t ion  due  to  c lear ing 
as  par t  o f  rou t ine  management  o r  because o f  damage to  p lan ts  due  to 
inadequate  fenc ing .  As  a  resu l t ,  j uven i le  and  smal l  p lan ts  be ing  damaged 
or  des t royed be fo re  they  mature  has  lead  to  a  dec l ine  in  eco logy. 
 
I t  i s  recommended tha t  e lements  such  as  de f ined  pa thways ,  in te rp re ta t i ve 
s ignage and robus t  fenc ing  be  imp lemented  to  con t ro l  pedes t r ian 
movement  and  enhance the  eco log ica l  benef i t s  f rom the  vegeta t ion 
communi t ies .  Th is  w i l l  a l low the  vegeta t ion  to  beg in  to  na tu ra l l y 
regenera te ,  improve  the  qua l i t y  o f  the  eco logy  and inc rease  the  communi ty 
and  v is i to r ’s  apprec ia t ion  o f  the  vegeta t ion .  A lso ,  by  c lear ly  de f in ing  the 
pa th  sys tem and ins ta l l i ng  new fenc ing  there  w i l l  be  an  overa l l  ne t  ga in  in 
the  a reas  o f  vegeta t ion  w i th in  the  reserve .

The sou thern  boundary  on  the  fa r  s ide  o f  the  Webb Dock  pa th  i s  a  long 
band o f  bu f fe r  p lan t ing .  Th is  i s  modera te ly  dense and ta l l  and  p rov ides 
adequate  sc reen ing  a t  p resent  and  p rov ide  h igh ly  va lued  Superb  Fa i ry -
Wren hab i ta t .  However,  there  have  been a  number  o f  occas ions  where 
th is  has  been burned and presents  a  po ten t ia l  f i re  hazard .  PoMC have 
reques ted  a  2 .0m wide  f i re -b reak  aga ins t  the i r  fence  l ine . 
 
In  o rder  to  d iscourage ang le rs  f rom us ing  vegeta t ion  as  f i rewood,  the 
spec ies  p lan ted  in  th is  a rea  shou ld  reduce the  ava i lab i l i t y  o f  t imber  w i th 
more  low-growing  spec ies .  However,  there  w i l l  s t i l l  need to  be  denser 
p lan t ing  to  sc reen the  dock  a rea  a long  the  leng th  o f  the  Webb Dock  Tra i l 
and  to  ma in ta in  the  ex is t ing  Superb  Fa i ry -Wren hab i ta t . 

The  photo  be low dep ic ts  the  sens i t i ve  re -es tab l i sh ing  dunes  a long  the 
fo reshore .  The dunes  a t  the  sou th -wes tern  end  o f  the  beach are  covered  in 
th r i v ing  Carex  pumi la  whereas  the  dunes  a t  the  nor thern  end  o f  the  beach 
are  s imp ly  a  sparse  pa tch  o f  Carex  bu t  w i th  a  cover ing  o f  Sp in i fex  ser icea . 

Dep ic ted  in  the  d iagram on  page 14  i s  the  wes te rn  lawn.  The space is 
p r imar i l y  o rnamenta l  g rass  w i th  a reas  o f  ta l l  sh rubs  and t rees .  Whi ls t  the 
a rea  i s  va lued  fo r  shade and pro tec t ion  dur ing  h igh  w inds  there  i s  the 
po ten t ia l  to  be t te r  in tegra te  the  a rea  w i th  g roundcovers  to  the  border ing 
na t i ve  shrubs . 

I t  i s  impor tan t  tha t  th is  sec t ion  o f  the  reserve  i s  l i nked  to  the  c i rcu la t ion 
rou tes  o f  the  s i te  as  a  who le  and  complements  the  agreed va lues  and 
pr inc ip les  fo r  the  reserve . 

Th is  a rea  has  recent ly  been p lan ted  w i th  p redominant ly  low growing  na t i ve 
spec ies  in  accordance w i th  the  2007 master  p lan . 
 
Vegeta t ion  a long  Todd Road is  o f  var iab le  he igh t  and  matur i t y.  I t  compr ises 
a  mix  o f  low to  med ium he igh t  shrubs  a long  w i th  over -s to rey  t rees . 
Spec ies  inc lude  Acac ia ,  Euca lyp tus  and  Casuar ina .  Oppor tun i t ies  ex is t  to 
inc rementa l l y  remove and rep lace  shrubs  and t rees  to  improve  bo th  the 
v isua l  appearance  o f  the  p lan t ing  and  i t s  e f fec t i veness  as  a  sc reen to  the 
ad jacent  Por t  o f  Me lbourne  land .

The vegeta t ion  eas t  o f  L i fe  Sav ing  Vic to r ia  (sur round ing  the  ex is t ing  BBQ 
and a long  to  Sandr idge  L i fesav ing  C lub  car  park )  cons is ts  o f  o rnamenta l 
g rasses  and sedges .  On ly  minor  add i t iona l  and  renewal  p lan t ing  i s  requ i red 
because p lan t ing  i s  genera l l y  good qua l i t y  and  has  we l l  es tab l i shed s ince 
ins ta l la t ion  in  2004. 
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Note :   For  fu l l  de ta i l s  on  the  vegeta t ion 
and  fauna spec ies  re fe r  to  TNLA 2007 
Management  P lan .
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in height

Salt-affected grassland
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shrubs (E.G. Superb 
Fairy-Wren habitat)

Foredune and dunal 
grasses
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Sth and SW 

Sun tracking

Aer ia l  pho to -p lan  over lay  dep ic t ing  b road *vegeta t ion  types .
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4.4 Vegetation Survey (2007)
A requ i rement  in  p repar ing  th is  document  was  to  rev iew and where 
necessary  update  the  2007 management  p lan .  An  ex tens ive  s tudy  o f  the 
ex is t ing  vegeta t ion  was  under taken as  par t  o f  th is  p lan  au thored  by  TNLA. 
There  have  been var ious  changes  in  the  in te rven ing  per iod .  Changes  and 
cons is tenc ies  observed  in  2009/10  a re  d iscussed herea f te r. 
 
4.4.1	 Vegetation Communities 

The Perc  Whi te  Reserve  compr ises  n ine  no t iona l  vegeta t ion  communi ty 
types  as  iden t i f ied  in  the  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  and Sandr idge  Beach 
Landscape Management  P lan  (1996) .  Some vegeta t ion  p resent  in  the 
reserve  i s  thought  to  be  remnant  a l though the  h igh ly  d is tu rbed s i te  was 
the  sub jec t  o f  ex tens ive  p lan t ing  f rom 1986 onward .  I t  shou ld  be  no ted 
tha t  la rge  a reas  o f  p lan t ing  such  as  those  ad jacent  to  the  carpark  a re 
la rge ly  monocu l tu res  o f  Myoporum insu la re  and /or  Me la leuca  lanceo la ta 
and  there fo re  have  to  be  c lass i f ied  in to  the  add i t iona l  ca tegory  o f  Bu f fe r 
P lan t ing .

The ten  ‘no t iona l ’ vegeta t ion  communi ty  types .  These are :

     Foredunes

     Backdunes

     Acac ia  sophorae  Shrub land

     Sa l t -a f fec ted  Grass land

     Bu f fe r  Zone

     Bu f fe r  Screen

     Western  Lawn

     Me la leuca  lanceo la ta  Scrub

     Banks ia  in tegr i fo l ia  Wood land 

     Wet te r  Depress ion  (S ink)

Note  -  Bu f fe r  P lan t ings  i s  an  amalgam o f  the  above vegeta t ion  	
communi t ies  accord ing  to  the  loca t ion  w i th in  the  s i te .

4.4.2	 Signif icant Species

In  2002 the  C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  commiss ioned B ios is  P ty  L td  to  conduc t  an 
assessment  o f  na tu ra l  her i tage  s i tes  across  the  c i t y.  Th is  survey  iden t i f ied 
no  less  than  seven reg iona l l y  s ign i f i can t  spec ies  tha t  a re  thought  to  be 
na tu ra l l y  occur r ing  in  Perc  Whi te  Reserve . 

These spec ies  a re :

     Coas t  Sa l tbush  (A t r ip lex  c inerea ;

     S t rand  Sedge (Carex  pumi la )

     Aus t ra l ian  Sa l t  Grass  (D is t i ch l i s  d is t i chophy l la )

     Common Boob ia l la  (Myoporum insu la re )

     Ha i ry  Sp in i fex  (Sp in i fex  ser iceus)

     Sa l t  Couch (Sporobu lus  v i rg in icus)

     P r i ck ly  Couch (Zoys ia  macran tha)

4.4.3	 Existing Vegetation Assessment

Foredune Areas 
These are  loca t ions  where  dune vegeta t ion  e i ther  a l ready  ex is ts  o r  shou ld 
be  es tab l i shed.  Th is  inc ludes  the  a rea  o f  the  wes te rn  s ink .  The  fo redunes 
a re  low and scu lp ted  by  the  w ind  w i th  in te rmi t ten t  p lan t ings  o f  Carex 
pumi la  and  the  more  p reva len t  Sp in i fex  ser iceus .  These spec ies  a long  w i th 
Carpobro tus  ross i i  a re  spread ing  where  temporary  fenc ing  has  p ro tec ted 
the  dunes  f rom beach rak ing .  These spec ies  a re  no t  p resent  however  in 
the  cur ren t l y  un fenced Foredune area .  A t r ip lex  c inerea  occurs  in  the  rear 
o f  the  fo redune and there  a re  occas iona l  c lumps o f  F ic in ia  nodosa  in  the 
mo is te r  depress ions  w i th in  the  dune.  A t  the  very  rear  o f  the  fo redunes 
Acac ia  sophorae  requ i res  con t ro l  in  o rder  to  p revent  i t s  co lon isa t ion  o f  the 
back  o f  the  fo redune.

Backdunes  and Acac ia  sophorae  Shrub land
These sand dune areas  a re  immedia te ly  beh ind  the  fo redunes  a long 
the  eas te rn  and  the  cen t ra l  zones  o f  the  s i te .  They  a re  v i r tua l l y  Acac ia 
sophorae  monocu l tu res .  S ince  the  p rev ious  s tud ies  have  been comple ted , 
th is  a rea  has  had a  s ign i f i can t  o f  Acac ia  removed as  i t  has  become 
senescent .

Sa l t  A f fec ted  Grass land 
Th is  a rea  inc ludes  the  eas te rn  s ink  and  the  backdune grass land  areas 
wh ich  run  th rough the  midd le  o f  the  s i te  f rom eas t  to  wes t .  Large  par ts  o f 
these  g rass land  areas  have  recent ly  been fenced to  de f ine  and  pro tec t 
them in  the  longer  te rm,  however  the  type  o f  fence  has  p roved to  be 
inadequate .  C learance  and prun ing  o f  coas ta l  wat t le  has  le f t  open ground 
where  weed con t ro l  p r io r  to  rep lan t ing  i s  an  immedia te  p r io r i t y.  Fenc ing  o f 
the  eas te rn  s ink  a rea  and weed con t ro l  in  th is  loca t ion  a re  a lso  impor tan t 
p r io r i t i es .  Par t i cu la r  a t ten t ion  shou ld  be  pa id  to  the  immedia te  remova l  o f 
Juncus  acu tus  in  th is  a rea .

Pro tec t ion  o f  newer  a reas  o f  sa l t  g rass  g rowth  ad jacent  to  pa ths  i s  a lso 
impor tan t  and  may requ i re  vegeta t ion  con t ro l  and  fenc ing .

Buf fe r  Zone ( In te rdune,  sou th  o f  the  o rnamenta l  lawn) 
Th is  success fu l  band o f  shrubby  vegeta t ion  separa tes  the  beach/dune area 
f rom the  open lawn a t  the  wes te rn  end  o f  the  s i te .  I t  compr ises  p lan t ings 
o f  p redominant ly  Acac ia ,  A l locasuar ina ,  A t r ip lex  and  Myoporum genus . 
Spec i f i ca l l y,  a t ten t ion  i s  to  be  pa id  to  p run ing  o f  overgrown Myoporum 
insu la re ,  remova l  o f  b lack  mat t ing  and  in t roduc ing  a  w ider  range o f  coas ta l 
spec ies  tha t  w i l l  to le ra te  the  so i l  t ype .

Buf fe r  Screen P lan t ing  ( Immedia te ly  sou th  o f  the  car  park  foo tpa th ) 
The ex is t ing  band o f  Myoporum insu la re  domina ted  p lan t ing  tha t  separa tes 
the  car  park  f rom the  Sa l t -a f fec ted  Grass lands .  Inc rementa l  p run ing /
th inn ing  and renewal  o f  the  Myoporum a long  the  carpark  edge shou ld  be 
schedu led .

The wes tern  Lawn and Me la leuca  lanceo la ta  Scrub 
Th is  a rea  inc ludes  f lank ing  t rees  where  a  number  o f  t rees  toge ther  w i th  low 
shrubs  were  th inned and up- l i f ted  to  improve  s igh t  l i nes .  An  oppor tun i ty 
remains  to  fu r ther  improve  s igh t  l i nes  and  access  f rom the  car  park  down 
to  the  open grass  a rea  and beyond.

Banks ia  In tegr i fo l ia  Wood land
Th is  i s  a  smal l  a rea  towards  the  eas te rn  end  o f  the  s i te  be tween the 
carpark  and  the  Sa l t  a f fec ted  Grass land .   Rep lan t ing  o f  Banks ia  shou ld  be 
l im i ted  to  h igher  topograph ic  a reas  where  they  a re  no t  p rone to  seasona l 
inundat ion  and subsequent  d rown ing .

Wet te r  Depress ion 
Reg iona l l y  s ign i f i can t  remnant  vegeta t ion  i s  found in  th is  a rea .  Spec ies 
inc lude  Cotu la  aus t ra l i s ,  Crassu la  s ieb ieana ,  F ic in ia  nodosa ,  and 
Pseudonaptha l ium lu teo-a lbum.  Th is  shou ld  be  p ro tec ted  and enhanced. 

Vegeta t ion  communi t ies  denoted  here in  shou ld  in fo rm spec ies  se lec t ion  to 
be  used in  revegeta t ion  o f  the  reserve .  The a im shou ld  be  to  inc rease  the 
s i te ’s  b iod ivers i t y  wh i l s t  g iv ing  due regard  to  reg iona l l y  s ign i f i can t  p lan t 
spec ies  and  fauna. 
 
4.5 Vegetation Survey (2009)
As shown in  the  d iagram on  the  fo l low ing  th ree  pages ,  a  la rge  p ropor t ion 
o f  the  2007 management  p lan  has  been imp lemented  inc lud ing  c learance 
o f  o ld ,  senescent  Acac ia .  There  a re  subs tan t ia l  a reas  tha t  requ i re 
revegeta t ion . 
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Ex is t ing  Vegeta t ion  Communi t ies  f rom TNLA 2007 Management  P lan .
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Updated  Vegeta t ion  Survey  o f  the  reserve .
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Based on  the  Depar tment  o f  Sus ta inab i l i t y  and  Env i ronment , 
Eco log ica l  Vegeta t ion  C lass  (EVC)  the  s i te  i s  c lass i f ied  as  G ipps land 
P la in  and  under  the  1750 c lass i f i ca t ion  (p re  European se t t lement ) 
and  as  677  In land  Sa l t  marsh  and 921 Coas t  Banks ia  Wood land/
Coas ta l  Dune Scrub  Mosa ic .  These c lasses  o f  vegeta t ion  a lso 
p rov ide  a  gu ide  fo r  spec ies  se lec t ion  in  the  revegeta t ion  p rocess .  

These c lass i f i ca t ions  and  spec ies  a re  comparab le  to  those  used in 
the  2007 survey. 

A fu r ther  s i te  assessment  o f  vegeta t ion  cond i t ion  and  rehab i l i ta t ion 
ac t i v i t ies  a t  the  Perc  Whi te  Nature  Reserve  was  under taken on 
23  December  2009.  The s i te  v is i t  con f i rmed tha t  some changes 
have  occur red  in  vegeta t ion  ex ten t  s ince  the  p rev ious  assessment 
under taken by  ‘TNLA’ dur ing  2007.

Overa l l ,  the  cond i t ion  o f  the  na t i ve  vegeta t ion  i s  good bu t  severa l 
i ssues  o f  concern  requ i re  immedia te  a t ten t ion .  These are  re la ted  to 
dune s tab i l i sa t ion  and  vegeta t ion  es tab l i shment .  Some vegeta t ion 
has  recent ly  been removed f rom severa l  sec t ions  a long  the  fo re -dune 
sys tem and w i th in  the  ad jacent  a rea  because o f  dec l ine .  Whi le  there 
has  been no  immedia te  e f fec t  f rom the  remova l  o f  vegeta t ion  ( i .e . 
dune des tab i l i sa t ion) ,  there  i s  ev idence tha t  a  dune ‘b low-ou t ’ w i l l 
po ten t ia l l y  deve lop  in  the  absence o f  s tab i l i sa t ion  ac t i v i t ies /works .

I f  dune ‘b low-ou t ’ was  to  occur  i t  wou ld  depos i t  la rge  vo lumes o f 
w ind  b lown sand depos i ts  ex tend ing  in land  f rom the  dune sys tem. 
Th is  cou ld  po ten t ia l l y  mod i fy  cond i t ions  and  exc lude  or  l im i t  the 
po ten t ia l  fo r  na t i ve  vegeta t ion  to  success fu l l y  es tab l i sh . 

There  i s  ev idence o f  g raz ing  by  rabb i ts  ac ross  the  s i te .  More 
coord ina ted  pes t  con t ro l  w i l l  p rov ide  immedia te  benef i t s  to  max imise 
na tu ra l  regenera t ion  and  surv iva l  o f  new p lan t ings . 

Severa l  weed spec ies  have  es tab l i shed w i th in  the  boundary  o f  the 
reserve .  Most  o f  these  a re  res t r i c ted  to  the  ma in ta ined  ‘open spaces ’ 
and  a long  recent ly  d is tu rbed areas  ( i .e .  in fo rma l  access  t racks) 
w i th in  the  reserve .  These are  no t  p resent ing  an  immedia te  th rea t 
to  the  es tab l i shment  o f  na t i ve  vegeta t ion  bu t  shou ld  con t inue  to  be 
mon i to red  and con t ro l  measures  imp lemented  i f  necessary.

4.6 Webb Dock Trail and Reserve Fauna
The Perc  Whi te  Reserve  and ad jo in ing  Webb Dock  t ra i l  i s  h igh ly  va lued  fo r 
i t s  vegeta t ion  and  hab i ta t  fo r  na t i ve  fauna.   The  cons iderab le  s ize  o f  the 
7  hec ta res  o f  u rban coas ta l  reserve  and t ra i l  makes  the  a rea  ex t remely 
un ique .  The area  i s  a lso  the  la rges t  a rea  o f  na t i ve  hab i ta t  w i th in  the  C i ty  o f 
Por t  Ph i l l i p  and  jus t  a  few k i lomet res  f rom Melbourne ’s  CBD.  Severa l  fauna 
spec ies  have  been iden t i f ied  on  the  s i te  o r  a re  known to  be  in  the  a rea .

In  a  June 2003 repor t  the  na tu ra l  and  cu l tu ra l  her i tage  consu l tan ts ,  B ios is 
Research ,  recorded e igh t  na t i ve  fauna spec ies .  These were  the  Superb 
Fa i ry -Wren,  New Ho l land  Honeyeater,  Whi te -p lummed Honeyeater  and  Red 
Wat t leb i rd  w i th in  the  sc rub .  S i l ve r  Gu l l  and  Pac i f i c  Gu l l  were  s i ted  on  the 
beach.  Masked Lapwing  heard  in  pas tu re  to  the  nor th  and  Ra inbow Lor ikee t 
f lew overhead.

In t roduced spec ies  recorded inc luded Spot ted  Tur t le -Dove,  Common 
Star l ing ,  Common B lackb i rd  and  European Rabb i t .  “An  un iden t i f ied  rodent 
was  heard  and  seen dar t ing  th rough the  dense vegeta t ion”  and  “ l i ke ly  to 
be  an  in t roduced ra t  as  the  na t i ve  Swamp Rat  o r  Bush ra t  a re  un l i ke ly  to 
pers is t  in  suburban Me lbourne . ”

Accord ing  to  the  2003 repor t  the  reserve  and t ra i l  a lso  p rov ides  hab i ta t 
fo r  a  number  o f  spec ies  known to  occur  in  the  C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p .  “These 
inc lude  sc rub  and wood land fauna such  as  thornb i l l s ,  sc rub-wrens , 
honeyeaters ,  lo r i kee ts ,  bu tcherb i rds ”  and  “coas ta l  b i rds  such  as  gu l l s 
and  cormoran ts  may f l y  over  o r  v is i t  the  ad jacent  beach. ”  “Smal l  rep t i les 
such  as  Garden Sk inks  a re  l i ke ly  to  l i ve  w i th in  the  reserve . ”  The  Reserve 
may a lso  “p rov ide  an  occas iona l  fo rag ing  resources  fo r  the  na t iona l l y 
th rea tened Swi f t  Par ro t  as  i t  moves  f rom Tasman ia  th rough Me lbourne  to 
nor thern  Vic to r ia . ”

The area  i s  h igh ly  va lued  fo r  i s  ex is t ing  popu la t ions  o f  Superb  Fa i ry -Wren 
and New Ho l land  Honeyeater  w i th in  the  Reserve  and a long  the  Webb Dock 
Tra i l . 

Superb Fairy-Wren

The Superb  Fa i ry -wren  i s  no tab le  fo r  severa l  pecu l ia r  behav io ra l 
charac te r i s t i cs .  The  b i rds  a re  soc ia l l y  monogamous and sexua l l y 
p romiscuous ,  mean ing  tha t  a l though they  fo rm pa i rs  be tween one ma le  and 
one female ,  each  par tner  w i l l  mate  w i th  o ther  ind iv idua ls  and  even ass is t  in 
ra is ing  the  young f rom such  pa i r ings .  Ma le  wrens  p luck  ye l low pe ta ls  and 
d isp lay  them to  females  as  par t  o f  a  cour tsh ip  d isp lay.

The Superb  Fa i ry -wren  can  be  found in  a lmost  any  a rea  tha t  has  a t  leas t 
a  l i t t l e  dense undergrowth  fo r  she l te r,  inc lud ing  g rass lands  w i th  sca t te red 
shrubs .  Superb  Fa i ry -wrens  feed  on  insec ts ,  o ther  smal l  a r th ropods  and 
supp lements  i t s  d ie t  w i th  seeds .  These are  caught  most ly  on  the  g round, 
bu t  may a lso  be  taken f rom low bushes .  Feed ing  takes  p lace  in  smal l  soc ia l 
g roups . 

The Wren ’s  nes t  i s  a  dome-shaped s t ruc tu re  o f  g rasses  and o ther  f ine 
mater ia l .  I t  i s  usua l l y  p laced in  a  low bush  and is  cons t ruc ted  by  the 
female .  The  female  incubates  the  eggs  a lone ,  bu t  bo th  sexes  feed  the 
young.  Other  members  o f  the  g roup w i l l  a lso  he lp  w i th  the  feed ing  o f  the 
young.

Superb Fairy Wren
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4.7 Access and Circulation
Perc  Whi te  Reserve  p rov ides  access  to  and  f rom Webb Dock  Tra i l , 
Sandr idge  Beach,  LSV bu i ld ing  and f rom the  carpark .  The  reserve  i s  a lso 
a  space  fo r  peop le  to  en joy  the  un ique  vegeta t ion  and  w i ld l i fe .  The  s i te 
needs  to  be  log ica l ,  leg ib le  and  permeab le  fo r  the  sa fe ty  and  en joyment  o f 
a l l  users . 

As  demonst ra ted  on  the  fo l low ing  page,  there  i s  an  over ly  complex  ne twork 
o f  fo rma l  and  in fo rma l  pa ths  tha t  have  deve loped over  t ime.  Many  are 
l i t t l e  more  than  des i re  l ines ,  compr is ing  ind i rec t ,  nar row,  enc losed rou tes 
tha t  o f fe r  l im i ted  sea  v iews.  Th is  pedes t r ian  ne twork  i s  ne i ther  leg ib le  nor 
log ica l  and  can  cause users  to  fee l  d isor ien ta ted ,  unsa fe  o r  uncomfor tab le . 
Bo th  f rom the  carpark  and  areas  w i th in  the  reserve ,  i t  i s  unc lear  where  the 
beach is ,  o r  tha t  nearby  beach ex is ts .  The  cur ren t  layou t  a lso  d isconnec ts 
the  carpark ,  reserve ,  beach and Webb Dock  Tra i l .

The  road  in to  the  s i te  tha t  leads  to  the  long  nar row carpark  i s  d i rec t 
and  loca ted  a t  the  back  o f  the  s i te  bu t  i t  cu r ren t l y  o f fe rs  no  rea l  sense 
o f  a r r i va l .  A sense  o f  a r r i va l  i s  impor tan t  to  the  cohes ion  o f  the  reserve 
and w i l l  improve  user ’s  exper iences .  Photo  #1  on  page 10   i l l us t ra tes  the 
ex is t ing  cond i t ions .

New Holland Honeyeater
New Holland Honeyeater

The New Ho l land  Honeyeater  i s  common where  g rev i l l eas  and  banks ias  a re 
found and a lso  mixes  w i th  o ther  types  o f  honeyeaters .  I t  i s  inqu is i t i ve  and 
approaches  humans. 

The Honeyeater  most ly  ea ts  the  nec ta r  o f  f lowers ,  and  bus i l y  dar t  f rom 
f lower  to  f lower  in  search  o f  th is  h igh-energy  food .  Other  food  i tems 
inc lude  f ru i t ,  i nsec ts  and  sp iders .  The  b i rds  may feed  a lone ,  bu t  norma l ly 
ga ther  in  qu i te  la rge  g roups .  Most  feed ing  takes  p lace  in  lower  a reas  o f 
bushes  and th icke ts .

The New Ho l land  Honeyeater ’s  cup-shaped nes t  i s  made o f  bark  and 
grasses ,  bound toge ther  w i th  sp ider  web.  I t  i s  l i ned  w i th  so f t  mater ia l  and 
i s  p laced in  a  bush  or  t ree ,  anywhere  f rom ground leve l  up  to  6m.  Both 
sexes  feed  the  ch icks .  A pa i r  o f  adu l ts  may ra ise  two or  th ree  b roods  in  a 
year.

Consu l ta t ion  w i th  Mr.  Andrew McCutcheon (Ear thcare)  has  iden t i f ied  tha t 
f lower ing  p lan t  spec ies  tha t  a t t rac t  insec ts  and  prov ide  dense cover  a re 
requ i red  to  a t t rac t  Superb  Fa i ry -Wren and Honeyeater  b i rds .  They  a lso 
l i ke  to  feed  in  open,  g rass  a reas  ad jacent  to  sa fe  fo r t ress  o f  th ick -g rowing 
shrubs . 

In  genera l  the i r  needs  a re :

▪▪ Pro tec t ion  f rom predators  –  th icke ts  o f  shrubs ,  w i th  p r i ck ly 
b ranches  o r  leaves  can  p rov ide  the  per fec t  p lace  to  re t rea t  f rom 
danger ;

▪▪ Safe  nes t ing  s i tes  –  they  typ ica l l y  l i ke  to  bu i ld  a  nes t  among t igh t l y 
packed shrubs ;

▪▪ Open areas  o f  lawn or  lea f  l i t te r,  where  insec ts  l i ve  and  breed, 
p rov id ing  a  ready  food  supp ly  to  fa i ry -wrens .

The recent  c lear ing  o f  senescent  vegeta t ion  may have  reduced the 
ava i lab le  hab i ta t .   I t  i s  recommended the  vegeta t ion  management  p lan 
inc ludes :  A t r ip lex  c inerea ,  Cor rea  a lba ,  Lep idosperma g lad ia tum,  O lear ia 
ax i l l a r i s ,  O lear ia  ramulosa ,  Sp in i fex  ser iceus .  A lso ,  Rhagod ia  cando l leana 
wh ich  shou ld  be  to  be  cu l t i va ted  in  smal l  c lumps do  avo id  th is  p lan t  ou t 
compet ing  compan ion  spec ies . 

A long  The Bou levard ,  there  i s  an  on- road  cyc leway tha t  con t inues  on  Todd 
Road lead ing  to  the  reserve .  There  i s  an  obv ious  oppor tun i ty  to  ex tend  the 
on- road  cyc leway th rough the  ma in  car  park  and  on  to  the  Webb Dock  Tra i l .  
A fu r ther  oppor tun i ty  to  l i nk  the  o f f - road ,  shared  cyc l i s t  and  pedes t r ian 
pa th  to  the  L i fe  Sav ing  Vic to r ia  car  park  and  the  Webb Dock  Tra i l . 
Separa t ing  these  pa ths  in to  two in  f ron t  o f  the  LSV bu i ld ing  wou ld  enab le 
reduc t ion  o f  access  con f l i c ts  and  improve  sa fe ty  in  the  a rea  and enhance 
amen i ty  fo r  peop le  to  cons ider  us ing  the  ca fe  o r  con t inue  the i r  journey  on 
to  the  t ra i l . 

The  pa th  ne twork  w i th in  the  s i te  shou ld  be  ra t iona l i sed  and s imp l i f ied 
to  become more  log ica l ,  o f fe r  sea  v iews f rom w i th in  the  reserve  and 
v iews back  to  the  carpark .  Th is  w i l l  i nc rease  pass ive  surve i l lance  and 
percep t ions  o f  secur i t y  fo r  users ,  lead ing  to  an  improved exper ience  o f  the 
s i te  as  a  who le . 

A sense o f  a r r i va l  o r  ‘address  po in t ’ needs  to  be  c rea ted  w i th  c lear ly 
de f ined  en t rances  fo r  bo th  veh ic le  users  and  pedes t r ians .  Be t te r  de f ined 
‘en t rances ’ to  the  s i te  w i l l  have  an  immedia te  pos i t i ve  e f fec t  and  serve  to 
encourage new users  to  the  spaces  and be t te r  serve  ex is t ing  users .  Th is  i s 
par t i cu la r l y  impor tan t  fo r  the  a rea  lead ing  to  the  ex is t ing  car  park  f rom LSV 
wh ich  p resent ly  fee ls  overgrown and somewhat  enc losed.  For  pedes t r ians 
head ing  towards  the  wes te rn  end  o f  the  car  park ,  there  shou ld  be  a 
new layout  ( in tegra ted  w i th  ex is t ing  cond i t ions)  wh ich  encourages  sa fe 
movement  to  the  car  park  bu t  a lso  encourages  access  th rough the  reserve 
and sou th  to  the  beach f ron t . 
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4.8	 Climatic Conditions
The success  o f  a  coas ta l  pub l i c  reserve  can  be  heav i l y  dependent  on  the 
env i ronmenta l  cond i t ions .  C l imate  and  seasona l  tempera tu re  change have 
an  obv ious  in f luence .  S imi la r l y,  m ic ro -c l imate  fac to rs  such  as  w ind ,  shade 
and sun l igh t  a f fec t  the  user ’s  exper ience  o f  pub l i c  space . 

Me lbourne ’s  seasona l  c l imate  d ic ta tes  tha t  the  s i te  needs  p ro tec t ion  f rom 
south ,  sou th -wes t  and  nor ther ly  p reva i l ing  w inds  as  we l l  as  f rom the  very 
h igh  summer  tempera tu res .

Perc  Whi te  Reserve  and sur rounds  a re  h igh ly  exposed to  the  p reva i l ing 
w inds ,  ra in  and  a l l  day  sun .   As  a  resu l t ,  the  ex is t ing  vegeta t ion  canopy 
cover  p rov ides  l im i ted  p ro tec t ion  to  beach and reserve  users .

There  i s  scope to  p rov ide  an  improved mic ro -c l imate  fo r  users  by 
l im i t ing  e f fec ts  o f  h igh  w inds  and by  p rov id ing  add i t iona l  shade.  Th is 
can  be  ach ieved th rough pro tec t ing  the  ex is t ing  fo redune vegeta t ion 
and  supp lementary  p lan t ings  –  espec ia l l y  t rees  such  as  Acac ia  and 
A l locasuar ina . 

4.9	 Public Amenity
Pub l i c  amen i ty  w i th in  Perc  Whi te  Reserve  and sur rounds  must  be  a  care fu l 
ba lance  be tween ca te r ing  fo r  s i te  users  wh i le  no t  be ing  de t r imenta l  to  the 
env i ronment .

The fac i l i t i es  cur ren t l y  p rov ided  fo r  users  a re  a  carpark ,  rubb ish  b ins , 
sea ts ,  f i sh ing  p la t fo rms and a  few la rge  g rass  spaces .  

The  communi ty  have  reques ted  add i t iona l  BBQs.  Loca t ions  eas t  o f  the  LSV 
bu i ld ing  and w i th in  the  v ic in i t y  o f  the  ex is t ing  BBQs have  been iden t i f ied 
as  su i tab le  loca t ions  (p lease  re fe r  to  the  master  p lan  in  Append ix  2 ) . 

I t  i s  recommended tha t  no  new to i le t  b locks  a re  ins ta l led  w i th in  the 
Perc  Whi te  Reserve  o r  Webb Dock  Tra i l .  Adequate  fac i l i t i es  a re  loca ted 
approx imate ly  100  met res  eas t  o f  the  s i te  a t  the  Sandr idge  Beach Pav i l ion . 
In  add i t ion  to  the  ex is t ing  fac i l i t i es ,  new to i le ts  a re  p roposed fo r  the 
Sandr idge  Beach Reserve .

A sense o f  env i ronmenta l  p ro tec t ion  fo r  the  reserve  and sur rounds  can 
be  fu r ther  deve loped w i th  the  incorpora t ion  o f  recyc l ing  b ins  and  a  l i t te r 
educa t iona l  p rogramme.

4.10	 Design and Conservation Opportunities
A number  o f  oppor tun i t ies  and  cons t ra in ts  have  been iden t i f ied  be low and 
are  i l l us t ra ted  in  the  d iagram on  the  fo l low ing  page.

4.10.1   Social  See purp le  shad ing  on  the  ad jacent  p lan .
 
Area 1.  Civic Space  En t rance  to  LSV bu i ld ing  and th rough to  carpark 
and  reserve . 
Opportunity:  S ignage and en t rance  t rea tment  a t  pedes t r ian  sca le .

Area 2.  Termination Node  Open space in  f ron t  o f  the  LSV bu i ld ing  i s 
a  node tha t  te rmina tes  the  ma in  fo reshore  shared  pa th  sys tem.  I t  has  no 
ac t i v i t ies  to  a t t rac t  peop le  (except  the  beach in  summer)  and  there  a re  no 
s igns  to  p rov ide  d i rec t ions  to  the  b icyc le  pa th ,  a long  Todd Road or  to  the 
Webb Dock  Tra i l .
Opportunity: Create  a  more  in te res t ing  and  usab le  pub l i c  space  in  f ron t 
o f  the  LSV bu i ld ing  and prov ide  c lear  d i rec t iona l  s igns .  Ins ta l l  shade t rees , 
BBQ fac i l i t i es  to  c rea te  a  more  dynamic  space  w i th  g rass  and  wa lkab le 
sur faces .

Area 3.  Northern Boundary  Woody  and dense vegeta t ion  border ing 
the   carpark 
Opportunity: Upgrade p lan t ings  to  inc lude  more  f lower ing  low shrubs 
and ta l l  t rees  w i th  a  fo l iage  canopy  to  sc reen the  nor thern  fence  l ine  and 
s i te  beyond.

Area 4.  Carpark  (Southern  Edge)  Woody,  semi -dense vegeta t ion 
border ing  the  carpark  foo tpa th . 
Opportunity: Fur ther  up l i f t i ng  o f  the  ex is t ing  t rees  to  ensure  a  c lear -
s tem and c lear  s igh t  l i nes  w i l l  improve  pass ive  surve i l lance  and sa fe ty. 
Beneath  t rees ,  p lan t ing  shou ld  be  l im i ted  to  low-growing  f lower ing  g round 
cover  and  mu lch . 
Area 5.  Western Lawn  Open grass  zone w i th  pocke ts  o f  dense 
vegeta t ion  and  two recent ly  p lan ted  o rnamenta l  garden beds .  
Opportunity: Open up  a rea  fo r  pass ive  surve i l lance  by  p rov id ing  a  gap 
in  t ree  p lan t ing  a t  the  wes te rn  end .  A lso ,  renew the  garden beds  to  be 
cons is ten t  w i th  the  ne ighbour ing  fo redune and sa l t  a f fec ted  vegeta t ion .
Area 6.  Webb Dock Trail
Curren t l y  use  i s  l im i ted  to  those  a l ready  aware  o f  the  rou te ,  such  as 
ang le rs  and  loca l  res iden ts .

Opportunity: St rengthen the  connec t ion  to  the  t ra i l  w i th  new way- f ind ing 
s ignage,  more  sea t ing ,  and  “Tang le r  B ins ”  fo r  ang le rs .  Another  sugges ted 
add i t ion  i s  to  deve lop  a  Webb Dock  t ra i l  marker  o r  to tem.  A concept  des ign 
i s  i l l us t ra ted  in  Sec t ion  5 .

Area 7.  Buffer Planting Adjoining the Port
The Por t  p lans  to  inc rease  por t - re la ted  ac t i v i t ies  w i th in  i t s  land  nor th  and 

sou thwest  o f  Perc  Whi te  Reserve . 
Opportunity: The ex is t ing  vegeta t ion  bu f fe r,  a l though adequate  a t 
p resent ,  cou ld  be  improved by  p reempt ive  p lan t ing  p r io r  to  changes  in 
ac t i v i t y.

Area 8.  Access to the beach
Opportunity: Re-es tab l i sh  and /or  s t reng then connec t ions  th rough the 
reserve  w i th  c lear  s igh t  l i nes  and  wa lk ing  pa ths . 

 
4.10.2    Environmental  See green shad ing  on  the  ad jacent  p lan .
 
Area 9.  Sensit ive and unique ecosystem South-wes tern  beach 
fo redune and sa l t -a f fec ted  g rass land  wes t  o f  LSV bu i ld ing  con ta in ing 
reg iona l l y  s ign i f i can t  p lan t  spec ies .  Cur ren t l y  these  two areas  lack  v i ta l i t y 
and  a re  no t  in  op t imum hea l th . 
Opportunity:  Inc reased vegeta t ion  cover  and  b iod ivers i t y  w i l l  i nc rease 
hab i ta t  va lue  to  fu r ther  suppor t  the  popu la t ions  o f  Superb  Fa i ry -Wren and 
New Ho l land  Honeyeater  b i rd  spec ies .

Th is  can  be  ach ieved v ia  a  number  o f  ac t ions .  These cou ld  inc lude 
renewed fenc ing ,  de f ined  wa lk ing  pa ths  and  l im i ted  boardwa lks ,  bush 
regenera t ion  and  revegeta ion  works .

Area 10. Sensit ive Dunes  The  dunes  to  the  sou th -wes t  end  o f  the 
beach ad jacent  to  the  Webb Dock  Tra i l .  Th is  a rea  has  emergent  and  semi -
es tab l i shed duna l  g rasses  requ i r ing  immedia te  p ro tec t ion . 
Opportunity: Fence to  encourage p lan t  g rowth  and pro tec t  nes t ing  and 
ground- fo rag ing  b i rds .  S ignage may a lso  be  needed to  in fo rm v is i to rs  no t 
to  access  th is  sens i t i ve  duna l  hab i ta t .

Area 11. Recovering Dunes  These dunes  sou th  o f  LSV conta in 
min ima l  duna l  g rass  cover  due  to  the  absence o f  p ro tec t i ve  fenc ing . 
Opportunity: Estab l i sh  new duna l  g rasses  w i th in  new and upgraded 
fenc ing  to  p roh ib i t  access .  As  above,  s ignage cou ld  be  used to  in fo rm 
v is i to rs  about  the  res to ra t ion  and  conserva t ion  works  be ing  under taken.
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Oppor tun i t ies  &  cons t ra in ts

Social  / community opportunity

Environmental opportunity

Circulation desire lines

Entry & exit points



1.  Revegeta t ion  o f  fo redune and backdune   
    toge ther  w i th  a  ra t iona l i sed  pa ths  
    ne twork

2 .  Cont inue  revegeta t ion  to  bu i ld  on  works          
    ach ieved v ia  p rev ious  management       
    p lans

3 .  Ma in  ac t i v i t y  loca t ion

4 .  Improved sea t ing  and  revegeta t ion 
    a long  Webb Dock  Tra i l

5 .  Po ten t ia l  fo r  h is to r i ca l / t ra i l
    marker  o r  s ignage.
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Map o f  Des ign  Pr inc ip les

5.0 	 MASTER PLAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES 
         & CONSIDERATIONS  

5.1	 Principles
The key  va lues  and pr inc ip les  in  th is  master  p lan  fo r  the  upgrad ing 
o f  the  reserve  a re  de f ined  as :

Values

▪▪      Va lued  as  a  coas ta l  na tu re  reserve ;  and

▪▪      P lace  fo r  pass ive  rec rea t ion  and  resp i te .

Principles

▪▪      P ro tec t ion  o f  impor tan t  na t i ve  p lan ts  and  an ima ls ;

▪▪      Enhancement  o f  the  ra re  coas ta l  ecosys tem;

▪▪      Access  to  and  th rough the  reserve ;  and

▪▪      Sa fe ty  &  access ib i l i t y  fo r  a l l .

D iscuss ion  and rev iew o f  these  va lues  and pr inc ip les  a re  de ta i led  in 
the  fo l low ing  sec t ions .

Util ise Crime Prevention Through Environmental 
Design (CPTED) Measures

The Vic to r ia  Po l i ce  p rov ided  a  summary  o f  CPTED when des ign ing 
and manag ing  pub l i c  spaces .  I t  i nvo lves  an  approach  to  c r ime 
prevent ion  tha t  takes  in to  account  the  re la t ionsh ip  be tween the 
phys ica l  env i ronment  and  the  users  o f  tha t  env i ronment .

We a l l  recogn ise  when the  space we are  in  sends  us  a  message 
about  sa fe ty,  “ th is  i s  a  sa fe  p lace”  o r  danger,  “ th is  i s  an  unsa fe 
p lace” .  The  theory  beh ind  CPTED is  tha t  the  des ign  o f  a  phys ica l 
env i ronment  can  p roduce behav io ra l  e f fec ts  tha t  w i l l  reduce  bo th 
the  inc idence and fear  o f  c r ime.  These behav io ra l  e f fec ts  can  be 
accompl ished by  reduc ing  the  suscept ib i l i t y  o f  the  env i ronment  to 
suppor t  c r im ina l  behav io r.

There  a re  four  bas ic  p r inc ip les  in  CPTED:

▪▪      Na tu ra l  access  con t ro l ;

▪▪      Pass ive  surve i l lance ; 

▪▪      Ac t i v i t y  suppor t ;  and

▪▪      Ter r i to r ia l  re in fo rcement .
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Other  p r inc ip les  tha t  have  been adopted  in  the  des ign  (and  are  compat ib le 
w i th  CPTED)  o f  the  reserve  inc lude  improved l igh t ing  and  ra t iona l i sed 
c i rcu la t ion  rou tes .

Proper  ma in tenance o f  in f ras t ruc tu re  such  as  l igh t ing  w i l l  amp l i f y  CPTED 
ga ins . 
 

5.2 Design Considerations
▪▪      Recrea t ion-  Prov ide  a  sa fe  and  comfor tab le  ser ies  o f  spaces  fo r  

       users  and  improve  the  amen i ty  and  fac i l i t i es  o f  the  ma in  pub l i c  
       open space areas ;

▪▪      Eco log ica l  -  Cont inue  to  bu i ld  on  the  p rev ious  master  p lan  and  
       enhance the  vegeta t ion  communi t ies  and  hab i ta t  on  the  s i te ; 

▪▪      Wayf ind ing  -  C la r i f y  c i rcu la t ion  to  p rov ide  sa fe  and  access  
       and  incorpora te  d i rec t iona l  and  in te rp re ta t i ve  
       s ignage; 

▪▪      Access  fo r  a l l  peop le  and  cu l tu res .  C lear  en t ry /ex i t  po in ts ,  
       DDA compl iance  to  ensure  open space areas  a re  access ib le . 

Each  o f  the  concepts  and  measures  l i s ted  above were  cons idered  and 
incorpora ted  in to  the  master  p lan  on  the  fo l low ing  page.  Fur ther  de ta i l s 
dep ic t ing  the  master ’s  p roposed phas ing  a re  g iven  Append ix  3 . 

6.0 	 MASTER PLAN ELEMENTS 
The master  p lan  has  been deve loped to  meet  the  agreed v is ion  and 
pr inc ip les  fo r  the  reserve  as  de f ined  by  the  communi ty.

The key  e lements  to  be  imp lemented  a re :

▪▪      A new pa th  ne twork ;

▪▪     New pub l i c  l i gh t ing ;

▪▪     Add i t iona l  cyc leway lane  mark ing ;

▪▪     New and upgraded fenc ing ;

▪▪     Mod i f ied  pub l i c  space ,  eas t  o f  the  LSV  bu i ld ing ;

▪▪     The  con t inua t ion  o f  vegeta t ion  rehab i l i ta t ion  and  new p lan t ings   
      to  enhance hab i ta t ;

▪▪     New seat ing ,  b ins  and  o ther  fu rn i tu re ;  and

▪▪     New in te rp re ta t i ve  and  way  f ind ing  s ignage.

6.1 Pathways 
 
A new pa th  ne twork  i s  to  be  ins ta l led  w i th :

▪▪     Three  ma in  nor th -sou th  pa ths  (par t  cha in  l ink  boardwa lk ,  par t     
       sand) ;  and  a  new fo rma l  connec t ion  f rom the  wes te rn  end  o f  the    
       ca r  park  to  the  beach f ron t ;

▪▪      A minor  eas t  wes t  connec t ion ;  and

▪▪      M inor  rea l ignments  to  ex is t ing  pa ths .

Examples  o f  pa th  types  a re  g iven  on  the  fo l low ing  pages  and Append ix  4 .

Example  o f  a  cha in l ink  boardwa lk .  Th is  sys tem can be  eas i l y 
l i f ted  and  ad jus ted  to  accomodate  sh i f t ing  sand pro f i les . 

Natural access control

The des ign  concept  o f  access  con t ro l  i s  d i rec ted  p r imar i l y  a t  decreas ing 
c r im ina l  access ib i l i t y.  Na tura l  access  con t ro l  res t r i c ts  c r im ina l  in t rus ion ,  in 
par t i cu la r  in to  a reas  where  they  w i l l  no t  be  eas i l y  observed ,  by :

▪▪      L im i t ing  access ;  and

▪▪      Inc reas ing  na tu ra l  surve i l lance .

Gates ,  fences ,  wa l l s ,  foo tpa ths ,  landscap ing  and l igh t ing  can  be  used 
to  c lear ly  gu ide  the  pub l i c  to  and  f rom spec i f i c  en t rances  and ex i ts . 
S imi la r l y,  they  a lso  p revent  o r  d iscourage pub l i c  access  to  o r  f rom dark  o r 
unmon i to red  a reas  and enab le  in t ruders  to  be  more  eas i l y  recogn ised . 

Passive surveil lance

Natura l  surve i l lance  i s  a  des ign  concept  tha t  a ims to  keep po ten t ia l 
o f fenders  and  in t ruders  under  observa t ion  th rough the  c rea t ion  o f 
env i ronments  where  there  i s  su f f i c ien t  oppor tun i ty  fo r  peop le  engaged in 
the i r  norma l  behav iour  to  observe  the  space around them.  Areas  can  be 
des igned so  they  a re  more  eas i l y  observed  th rough:

▪▪      P lacement  o f  persons  o r  ac t i v i t ies  to  max imize  surve i l lance   
       poss ib i l i t i es ;  and

▪▪      Ma in ta in ing  min imum l igh t ing  s tandards  to  p rov ide  fo r  n igh t -  
       t ime i l l umina t ion  o f  park ing  lo ts ,  wa lkways ,  en t rances ,  ex i t s  and  
       re la ted  a reas .

Activity support

Act iv i t y  suppor t  re fe rs  to  sa fe ty  measures  tha t  use  a  spec i f i c  ac t i v i t y 
p lanned fo r  a  spec i f i c  space .  I t  i nvo lves  loca t ing  an  ac t i v i t y  so  ind iv idua ls 
engaged in  tha t  ac t i v i t y  become par t  o f  the  na tu ra l  surve i l lance  sys tem. 
The fo l low ing  examples  demonst ra te  how ac t i v i t y  suppor t  can  opera te  to 
inc rease  sa fe ty.

P lac ing  sa fe  ac t i v i t ies  in  p laces  tha t  w i l l  d iscourage wou ld -be  o f fenders 
can  o f ten  inc rease  the  Percp t ion  o f  sa fe ty  fo r  genera l  users  o f  a  space 
and can  and inc rease  r i sks  to  those  seek ing  to  o f fend .  Bo th  c i rcu la t ion  and 
ga ther ing  a reas  shou ld  be  loca ted  so  as  to  p rov ide  na tu ra l  surve i l lance . 
 
Territorial  reinforcement

Th is  i s  a  des ign  concept  tha t  c lear ly  de l inea tes  p r i va te  space  f rom semi -
pub l i c  and  pub l i c  spaces  and a lso  c rea tes  a  sense  o f  ownersh ip . 
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CoPP fo reshore  l igh t  fo r  pub l i c  space  in  f ron t  o f  L i fe  Sav ing  bu i ld ing

Example  o f  coas ta l  ‘ r ing- lock  and  t imber  pos t ’ t ype  fenc ing .

 
6.4 New and Upgraded Fencing  
Ear l ie r  ins ta l led  fenc ing  cons is ted  o f  s ta in less  s tee l  cab le  and  was 
in tended to  be  a  des ign  fea tu re  o f  the  s i te .  Unfor tuna te ly,  much o f  the 
s ta in less  s tee l  cab le  was  i l l ega l l y  removed f rom the  s i te  there fo re  l im i t ing 
i t s  e f fec t i veness  in  con t ro l l i ng  access  and pro tec t ing  vegeta t ion .  I t  i s 
recommended tha t  the  remain ing  s ta in less  s tee l  fenc ing  be  removed and 
rep laced w i th  a  more  su i tab le  type  -  s im i la r  to  tha t  p ic tu red  be low.

New and renewed fenc ing  i s  needed to  keep peop le  to  p rescr ibed  pa ths 
and  to  sa feguard  the  f rag i le  coas ta l  vegeta t ion .  Coas ta l  fenc ing  i s 
p roposed to  be  r ing lock  w i th  p la in  w i re  and  cured  p ine  pos t  fence  as  shown 
in  the  image be low.  There  a re  to  be  two fence  he igh ts  adopted  fo r  the  s i te . 
The  f i r s t  i s  a  1 .2  met re  h igh  fence  p ro tec t ing  vegeta t ion  w i th in  the  cen t re 
o f  reserve .   The  second is  to  be  a  1 .5m h igh  fence  loca ted  a round the 
fo redunes ,  beach and f lank ing  each  cha in - l ink  boardwa lk .  The  add i t iona l 
he igh t  w i l l  be t te r  accommodate  changes  in  g round leve ls  w i th  duna l  sand 
movement .

 

6.5 Modified Public Space East of the LSV Building
 
As  shown in  the  p lans  in  Append ix  2 ,  i t  i s  recommended tha t  a  number  o f 
e lements  be  in t roduced to  improve  the  aes the t i cs  and  func t iona l i t y  o f  the 
space.  These inc lude :

▪▪      L ink ing  the  space w i th  the  cur ren t  BBQ area  and Sandr idge   
       Beach prec inc t .  Th is  i s  to  be  done us ing  a  t imber  wa l l  as  a  
       un i fy ing  e lement .  I t  i s  p roposed tha t  the  rad ius  and  curva tu re  
       o f  the  ex is t ing  t imber  wa l l  be  con t inued in to  the  space in  f ron t  
       o f  the  LSV bu i ld ing

▪▪     Crea te  two new BBQ po in ts  to  ca te r  fo r  the  in f lux  o f  peop le  
      dur ing  summer.  Timber  ba t ten-c lad  wa l l s  on  a  gen t le  s lope  w i l l     
      fo rm a  p leasant  back-drop  fo r  the  BBQ loca t ions .

6.2	 New Public Lighting
In  o rder  to  improve  sa fe ty  and  sus ta inab i l i t y,  i t  i s  p roposed to  p rov ide 
add i t iona l  l i gh t ing  to  the  ma in  car  park  a rea  and to  the  upgraded pub l i c 
space .  Two types  o f  l i gh t ing  a re  p roposed.  The f i r s t  i s  fo r  the  ma in  car  park 
a rea  us ing  a  s tandard  CoPP s t ree t  l i gh t  compat ib le  w i th  those  used in  the 
c i t y.  The  second is  the  CoPP fo reshore  l igh t  as  i l l us t ra ted  be low fo r  the 
ma in  open space in  f ron t  o f  the  L i fe  Sav ing  Vic to r ia  bu i ld ing .

▪▪      P lan t ing  o f  semi -mature  t rees  beh ind  the  t imber  wa l l s  as  a 
       fea tu re  tha t  w i l l  i nc rease  shade pro tec t ion  over  t ime;

▪▪      New s ignage and de f ined  pa ths  l ink ing  the  Sandr idge  beach  
       p rec inc t  w i th  the  Webb Dock  Tra i l .  Th is  w i l l  a l low peop le  to  
       move eas i l y  th rough the  reserve  and on to  the  Webb Dock  Tra i l ;

▪▪      Fea tu re  l igh t ing  in  the  BBQ areas  w i l l  be  ins ta l led  to  
       improve  the  sa fe ty  and  func t iona l i t y  o f  the  space.   The  s tandard  
       CoPP fo reshore  l igh t  shou ld  be  ins ta l led  to  complement  the  
       con temporary  na tu re  o f  th is  new area ;  and

▪▪      Cha in l ink  boardwa lks  a re  to  be  ins ta l led  to  min imise  damage to  
       the  fo redune when peop le  a re  access ing  the  beach.

6.6 Vegetation 
The  ma in  a reas  o f  p lan t ing  to  be  under taken are  assoc ia ted  w i th  (1 )  the 
upgrade o f  the  f ron tage and wes tern  s ide  o f  the  LSV bu i ld ing  and (2 ) 
in f i l l  p lan t ing  to  revegeta te  the  remnant  vegeta t i ve  a reas  deep w i th in  the 
reserve .  Cur ren t l y,   a  myr iad  o f  o ld  pa thways  weave the i r  way  th rough 
the  s i te ;  par t i cu la r l y  ac ross  the  fo redune.  Se lec t i ve  in f i l l  p lan t ings  w i l l 
enab le  a  more  cons is ten t  p lan t  cover,  hab i ta t  fo r  b i rds  and  o ther  fauna and 
con t r ibu te  to  a  more  cohes ive  landscape s t ruc tu re .  Su i tab le  p lan t  spec ies 
wou ld  inc lude  bu t  no t  be  l im i ted  to :

	 A t r ip lex  c inerea  Coas t 	  	 Sa l tbush 

	 Aus t rodanthon ia  caesp i tosa  	 Common Wal laby-grass 

	 Aus t ros t ipa  s t ipo ides  		  Pr ick ly  Spear -g rass 

	 Banks ia  in tegr i fo l ia  ssp .  	 Coas t  Banks ia 

6.3	 Cycleway Lane Marking
Improved l ine  mark ing  w i l l  p roduce benef i t s  in  two d i f fe ren t  ways .  F i rs t l y  i t 
w i l l  reduce  cyc le  /  pedes t r ian  movement  con f l i c ts  eas t  o f  the  LSV bu i ld ing . 
Second ly,  cyc l i s ts  w i l l  have  a  c lear ly  de l inea ted  new pa th  f rom The 
Bou levard  to  the  Webb Dock  Tra i l . 
 
A new,  ded ica ted  pa th  w i l l  be  ins ta l led  immedia te ly  ad jacent  to  the  smal l 
LSV car  park  and  l ink  to  an  ‘on- road ’ cyc leway lane .  The sec t ion  o f  ‘on-
road ’ cyc leway w i l l  run  the  leng th  o f  the  la rger  reserve  car  park ;  pos i t ioned 
to  avo id  los ing  any  car  park ing  spaces . 

Curved,  s lop ing  t imber  wa l l  w i l l  be  used to  un i te  Sandr idge  Pav i l l i on 
(above)  w i th  the  upgraded LSV f ron tage (Refer  Append ix  2 ) 



6.8 New and Upgraded Signage 
      Interpretive and Way Finding
There  a re  four  s ignage types  as  par t  o f  the  master  p lan ,  inc lud ing :

▪▪ Ent ry  s ignage -  in  accordance w i th  the  CoPP Park  s ignage s t ra tegy ;

▪▪ In te rp re t i ve  S ignage;

▪▪ Totem t ra i l  mark ing  fo r  the  Webb Dock  Tra i l ;  and

▪▪ Swimming sa fe ty  warn ing  s igns .

A l l  s ignage w i l l  be  co-branded to  recogn ise  the  Por t  o f  Me lbourne 
Corpora t ion  as  the  land  owner  and  C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  as  the  cur ren t  land 
manager.  Concepts  fo r  s ignage appear  on  the  fo l low ing  page.  Proposed 
loca t ions  fo r  s ignage are  iden t i f ied  in  the  master  p lan  in  Append ix  2  and  3 .
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DA Chr is t ies  BBQ

Tang le r  B ins  fo r  co l lec t ing  f i sh ing  l ine 
and  assoc ia ted  equ ipment .

CoPP s tandard  b in  enc losure

Two examples  o f  so l id  and  rus t i c 
t imber  sea t ing  to  to le ra te  the  coas ta l 
cond i t ions . 

I l l us t ra t i ve  examples  o f  co-branded ‘P lace  Name’ and  ‘Regu la to ry ’ 
s ignage fo r  s i t ing  a round the  reserve .

	 Carex  pumi la  			   S t rand  Sedge  

	 Chrysocepha lum ap icu la tum  	 Common Ever las t ing 

	 Cor rea  a lba  			   Wh i te  Cor rea 

	 Cor rea  re f lexa  			  Common Cor rea 

	 D iane l la  b rev icau l i s  		  Smal l  f l ower  F lax - l i l y 

	 D iane l la  long i fo l ia  		  Pa le  F lax - l i l y 

	 D iche lachne c r in i ta  		  Long-ha i r  P lume-grass 

	 D isphyma c rass i fo l ium 		 Rounded Noon- f lower  

	 F ic in ia  nodosa  			  Knobby  C lub-sedge 

	 Gooden ia  ova ta  		  Hop Gooden ia  

	 Lep idosperma g lad ia tum 	 Coas t  Sword-sedge 

	 Leucophy ta  b rown i i  		  Cush ion  Bush 

	 Lomandra  long i fo l ia  		  Sp iny-headed Mat - rush 

	 Pe la rgon ium aus t ra le 		  Aus t ra l  S to rk ’s -b i l l 

	 Poa  lab i l l a rd ie re i  		  Common Tussock-grass 

	 Poa po i fo rmis  			   B lue  Tussock-gras
 
6.7 New Furniture 
      Seating, BBQs, Bins and other items
Key fu rn i tu re  e lements  to  be  ins ta l led  inc lude :

▪▪ Two new BBQ’s ;

▪▪ Tang le r  b ins ;

▪▪ New seat ing  a long  the  Webb Dock  Tra i l ;  and

▪▪ New b ins  in  the  reserve  and a long  Webb Dock . 
Examples  o f  p roposed i tems appear  on  the  r igh  o f  th is  page.

An i l l us t ra t i ve  example  o f  co-branded ‘Ma in  Ent ry ’ s ignage 
tha t  wou ld  be  loca ted  near  Todd Road.



Totem Trail Marking and Signage as Public Art  
 
As no ted  ear l ie r  there  needs  to  be  an  i con ic  t ra i l  marker  fo r  the  Webb Dock 
Tra i l .  An  appropr ia te  des ign  theme fo r  th is  marker  needs  to  be  iden t i f iab le 
and  un ique  to  the  reserve .   The  Superb-Wren cou ld  be  the  bas is  fo r  the 
t ra i l  marker. 
 
An  example  o f  a  marker  i s  i l l us t ra ted  on  th is  page.  I t  based on  ta l l  t imber 
po les  w i th  meta l l i c  co lo red  pane ls  to  re f lec t  the  b r igh t  co lours  o f  the 
Superb  Fa i ry -Wren.
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CoPP Dra f t  Park  S ignage  -  In te rp re ta t ion  Pane l

Example  o f  p resent ing  eco log ica l  and  
ind igenous  her i tage

Ind ica t i ve  t ra i l  marker  based on  the 
*

Example  o f  Swimming Safe ty  S ignage

Interpretive and Way Finding Signage
Themes fo r  in te rp re ta t ion  s ignage w i l l  be  deve loped and cou ld  inc lude :

▪▪ Abor ig ina l  occupat ion  and her i tage ;

▪▪ Europeans  se t t lement ;

▪▪ Por t  deve lopment  and  Perc  Whi te ;

▪▪ Eco log ica l  va lues  such  as  the  reg iona l l y  s ign i f i can t  vegeta t ion 
spec ies  no t  found anywhere  e lse  a round Por t  Ph i l l i p  Bay ;

▪▪ Superb  Fa i ry -Wren and New Ho l land  Honeyeater  found in  the 
reserve  and Webb Dock  Tra i l ;

▪▪ Naut ra l l y  f ine  s i l ca  sands  o f  the  a rea  and d ivers i t y  o f  sea  she l l s 
found;

▪▪ Role  and  d ivers i t y  o f  the  duna l  g rasses  and o ther  vegeta t ion  in 
e ros ion  con t ro l ,  bu f fe r ing  c l imate  change and prov is ion  o f  b i rd 
nes t ing  hab i ta t . 
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6.9	 Master Plan Staging
The master  p lan  w i l l  remain  cur ren t  fo r  4 -5  years  be fo re 
be ing  rev iewed.  P lans  here in  dep ic t  in f ras t ruc tu re  works  tha t 
requ i re  de l i ve ry  over  a  min imum 1-4  year  per iod .  The p lans 
a re  o rgan ised  in  a  he i ra rchy  o f  p r io r i t i es  f rom 1  to  4 .  
 
C i ty  o f  Por t  Ph i l l i p  Counc i l  has  va lued  the  Pr io r i t y  1  works 
a t  approx imate ly  $150,000.  Counc i l ’s  5  Year  Cap i ta l  Works 
Programme 2009/10  -  2012/13  has  $150,000 a l loca ted  fo r 
Perc  Whi te  Reserve  in  2010/11 .  
 
Counc i l  w i l l  cons ider  th is  expend i tu re  in  i t s  2010-11 
budget  de l ibera t ions  however,  a l l  works  a re  sub jec t  to 
f ina l  negot ia t ions  and  the  expec ta t ion  o f  Por t  o f  Me lbourne 
Corpora t ion  inves tment  as  landowner. 
 
Imp lementa t ion  o f  Pr io r i t y  2  to  4  works  a re  sub jec t  to 
inves tment  f rom Por t  o f  Me lbourne  Corpora t ion  and  are 
cur ren t l y  va lued  a t  a round $200,000 

An ind ica t i ve  schedu le  o f  works  appears  over  th is  and  the 
fo l low ing  page.  The scope o f  work  to  be  under taken w i l l  be 
con f i rmed a f te r  f ina l  consu l ta t ion  inpu t  has  been cons idered 
and fo l low ing  budget  dec is ions . 
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6.9	 Master Plan Staging 
           Continued
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APPENDICES 
 
APPENDIX 1 	 - 	 Terms o f  Reference
APPENDIX 2 	 - 	 Mas ter  P lan  (Pr io r i t y  1  to  4  works  shown)
APPENDIX 3 	 - 	 P lans  -  S taged p lans  showing  Pr io r i t i es  1  to  4  on  separa te  sheets
APPENDIX 4 	 - 	 Ind ica t i ve  f i x tu res ,  f i t t i ngs  and  e lements .
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APPENDIX 2  -  Mas ter  P lan
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APPENDIX 3  -  P lan  Showing  Pr io r i t y  2  Works
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Above and r igh t  -  Examples  o f  t yp ica l  coas ta l  fenc ing .
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Above -  Examples  o f  t yp ica l  ‘T imber  Board  and Cha in  l ink ’ cons t ruc t ion .  Image cour tesy  o f  NSW Depar tment  o f  Land & Water  Conserva t ion .
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Th is  page -  Examples  o f  CoPP typ ica l  pub l i c  l i gh t ing  equ ipment
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Th is  page -  An  example  o f  pub l i c  l i gh t ing  lumina i re  type
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Th is  page -  Tang le r  b in  (p ropr ie ta ry  p roduc t ) 
ava i lab le  f rom Ocean Watch  Aus t ra l ia  L im i ted . Th is  page -  S tandard  CoPP b in  des ign
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Th is  page -  S tandard  CoPP b in  des ign

APPENDIX 4  -  Ind ica t i ve  F ix tu res
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Th is  page -  Dua l  Use  Paths  Des ign  Gu id l ines  fo l low ing  Aus tRoads  2009

APPENDIX 4  -  Ind ica t i ve  F ix tu res
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