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Please note these guidelines are for amplified busking permits. If you want to do acoustic 
busking, please see our Acoustic Busking Permit page. 

How to apply? 

It will take up to 5 working days to approve all busking permits.  

1. Complete and submit the online application, including all of the following supporting 
documentation 

• Proof of identity / current address (e.g. passport or drivers licence). 

• A current photo. 

• Parent/guardian details for persons under 16 years of age. 

• A copy of your Public Liability Insurance (if applicable). 

• Link to the applicants performance for assessment - YouTube, Spotify, SoundCloud or 
similar 

2. Assessment will begin only once the application form and supporting documentation are 

provided. 

What are the fees? 

• 6 Month Permit: $30.00 

• 12 Month Permit: $55.00 

Please note that a card payment fee applies. 

What are the restrictions? 

• The permit is for the amplified sites only and does not allow for busking in other locations.  

• We will accept amplified busking applications from musicians and singers of live music 
only.  

https://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/council-services/events-venues-and-performers/busking-permits
https://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/card-fees
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• The locations in which amplified busking may be permitted is limited to the locations listed 

below. 

• The approved locations may, on occasion, be used for events or other activities. This permit 

does not allow for buskers to operate at events approved by Council. This includes, but is 

not limited to, encroaching on or around any authorised street stall, market, events or 

promotion.  

• Busking during the St Kilda Festival requires a separate permit. Please contact the 

Festivals Team on 03 9209 6306 for information.  

• No space allocated to the St Kilda Esplanade Market may be used by buskers without prior 

approval from the market manager. Contact the Esplanade Market on 03 9209 6777 or 

esplanademarket@portphillip.vic.gov.au.  

• Buskers must always keep clear of entrances to shops and buildings.  

• Buskers are not permitted to busk in front of or beside Bank Automated Teller Machines 

(ATM’s).  

• No obstruction to pedestrian or other traffic movement will be caused by buskers.  

What are the approved locations? 
(as of 2 October 2024– subject to change) 

The locations in which amplified busking may be permitted is limited to the locations listed below. 

1. Acland Street - Acland Plaza – as shown on the map 

2. Acland Street - Shakespeare Grove Corner (Vineyard side) 

3. Acland Street - Belford Corner - Outside 110 Acland Street  

4. Fitzroy Street - Outside 123 Fitzroy - Grey Street Corner 

5. Fitzroy Street - Outside 7/11  

6. Fitzroy Street – Metropol Corner near the tram stop 

7. Carlisle Street - Corner of Camden (Old CBA) 

8. Carlisle Street - Outside Poppy and Seed  

mailto:esplanademarket@portphillip.vic.gov.au
/%7blocalLink:umb:/media/43c50f5f023c4178b4f930980f350bbb%7d
/%7blocalLink:umb:/media/1399ee444cde47bca4441095df82f839%7d
/%7blocalLink:umb:/media/1afb9f6685394a0e82e2b2788561e72a%7d
/%7blocalLink:umb:/media/ab1d2a71aa764d9c8e76d8ffd3acfc6e%7d
/%7blocalLink:umb:/media/34b5907684ff4257935390a8216dc1f7%7d
/%7blocalLink:umb:/media/90f338f209124386b01698abe6cd46d8%7d
/%7blocalLink:umb:/media/232c5d136e3a47b0a48eda1da02f303c%7d
/%7blocalLink:umb:/media/b8a6913304a14916985fcbb8ed2ccf7a%7d
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9. Carlisle Street - St Kilda Library (where tourism sign is) 

10. Luna Park Forecourt  

11. Foreshore location 1 – Between Lifesaving Club and Donovans 

12. Foreshore location 2 – Near Sea Baths 

13. George Lane - off Grey Street 

14. Palais Forecourt 

Public Liability Coverage 

Buskers within the City of Port Phillip are required to have public liability insurance with a minimum 
of $20,000,000 coverage. Buskers must provide a copy of their own insurance policy along with the 
application form or purchase cover through City of Port Phillip. 

CoPP Public Liability coverage is third party coverage only. 

What are the permit conditions? 

Busking activity which does not meet the following conditions and restrictions may be terminated at 

the direction and/or discretion of a member of the Victoria Police or an authorised Council Officer.  

• A copy of the permit must be retained at the busking site and produced for inspection upon 

request by Victoria Police or an authorised Council Officer. 

• All busking must comply with all local laws, conditions, and requirements.  

• Directions of members of the Victoria Police Force or authorised Officers of the Port Phillip 

Council must be complied with at all times. 

• A passport-sized or similar photograph must be attached to the permit to identify the permit 

holder. 

• Permits are not transferable. 

• Buskers can only perform between the hours of 9 am and 9 m and must only perform for a 

continuous maximum period of 30 minutes followed by a 10-minute break (maximum of 2 

hours stationed in any one location).  

/%7blocalLink:umb:/media/0cf5e15f77e14b3f970abb68b0868c6f%7d
/%7blocalLink:umb:/media/373f5014bd3c40a1b79dce50a7758bc0%7d
/%7blocalLink:umb:/media/f780156428aa441994f6ab5d4eb24011%7d
/%7blocalLink:umb:/media/dbf7adf6b38b46c78db53bc8cb28e4ec%7d
/%7blocalLink:umb:/media/a75cdab1494f4a0f88e70e0fd0ff309d%7d
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• Approved amplified sites are available on a first come first served basis and may not be 

reserved.  

• No nuisance may be committed.  Buskers must not create a disturbance, annoy, or impact 

any member of public by their performance or behaviour. 

• Busking permit holders are not permitted to ask for or expect payment of any kind based 

on their busking performance. 

• Buskers or their audience must not interfere in any way with an entertainment or activity 

approved by Council.  This includes, but is not limited to, encroaching on or around any 

authorised street stall, market, event or promotion. 

• Persons under 16 years of age will require written permission from a parent/guardian and 

will have to be accompanied by a parent/guardian when performing. 

• Buskers must obey all relevant laws. 

• Permits may be altered or revoked for any reason throughout the trial period. 

Who can I contact for further information? 

Event Services 

• Email: eventpermits@portphillip.vic.gov.au  

• Phone: 9209 6777 

• In person: St Kilda Town Hall – cnr Brighton Rd and Carlisle St, St Kilda. Please make an 

appointment by calling 03 9209 6777 

• Mail: City of Port Phillip, Attention Event Services, Private Bag 3, St Kilda PO VIC 3182. 

mailto:eventpermits@portphillip.vic.gov.au

