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From the Chamber

We have released the fourth — and final — draft Council Plan and
Budget for this term of Council and are keen for everyone to have
their say.

Our proposed 2021-31 Council Plan and 2024/25 Budget are
strongly focused on delivering key projects, despite continuing
challenges including inflation running higher than the Victorian
Government’s rate cap.

Despite these pressures, we have kept cost of living pressures on
our community front of mind by including targeted assistance for those who need it most.

Now it's time to hear what our community thinks — to learn more and provide feedback go to
our Have Your Say page.

I'd like to give a heartfelt thank you to everyone nominated for our reinvigorated Proudly Port
Phillip Community Awards.

It was a pleasure to meet these wonderful community champions at the award presentations.
You can learn about how the winners are making a difference for our diverse City in this issue
of Divercity.

You may remember previous columns where | shared how we were working to resolve the



missed bin collections which followed switching to a new kerbside bin contractor in July last
year.

We recently released an external review into this issue — it can be found here, along with a
statement by myself and the CEO.

| want to sincerely apologise again for the disruption and assure everyone that we are
committed to providing a waste service that our residents expect and deserve.

We are very proud to again be presenting Australia’s largest and longest-running short film
festival. As always, the program is jam-packed with dazzling, thought-provoking and exciting
entries.

Planning is well underway for the curtain to rise on 6 June for the St Kilda Film Festival and |
hope you will join us for this much-loved event’s 40th anniversary.

Proudly Port Phillip
Cr Heather Cunsolo

Mayor, City of Port Phillip

£ R COMMUN
AWARDS

Meet our Community Award winners

The winners of the reinvigorated Port Phillip community awards have been announced at a
ceremony at St Kilda Town Hall.

Now known as the Proudly Port Phillip Community Awards, this was the first presentation of
civic awards since 2012.



“We resurrected these awards as members of our diverse community told us they wanted the
opportunity to recognise those who make us proud to live, work and play in Port Phillip,” Mayor
Heather Cunsolo said.

“Every winner across the five categories goes above and beyond for our community and we are
very proud of the contributions they make to our City.”

Citizen of the Year - Joanne and Scott Watkins

Double act Joanne and Scott are the driving force behind the Albert parkrun, Melbourne. Their
efforts have led to about 600 people attending each week, making this parkrun the largest
parkrun in Australia. The free 5 km community event is held on Saturdays at Albert Park —
participants can walk, run, jog, volunteer or spectate.

Young Citizen of the Year - Harshitha Meenakshisundaram

As a Port Phillip Youth Advisory Committee member, Harshitha has helped deliver initiatives
including the ‘Amplify Your Voice’ leadership event. Harshitha has contributed to a number of
consultations and informed our Council’'s work to build more inclusive and safe places for young
people.

Community First Award - Veg Out Community Gardens, St Kilda

Veg Out Community Gardens has given hundreds of locals living in apartments an outdoor
space to garden and grow produce. Veg Out offers an educational space for sharing knowledge
and learning as well as providing opportunities for people, including those from vulnerable
groups, to meet and work together.

Sustainability Award - Port Phillip Pickers

The Port Phillip Pickers aim to prevent food waste. Their signature project is picking unwanted
olives from the public trees to create local hand-picked, community extra virgin olive oil. In just
two years they have turned more than a tonne of unwanted olives into pure, local olive oil for
the community to share in.

Small Business of the Year - Space2b Social Design

Space2b Social Design is an art and design social enterprise supporting people seeking
asylum, refugees and newly arrived migrants to become financially independent and included in
the community. Space2b incorporates a retail outlet, gallery, laneway café, design studio,
workshop and training space and small business hub.



Have your say on our draft 2024/25
Budget and Council Plan update

Community consultation opened today for Port Phillip Council’s draft Budget 2024/25 and Year
4 Council Plan 2021-31 update.

Mayor Heather Cunsolo said the draft Budget - the last for this Council’'s four-year term -
reflects the many economic challenges being experienced by the City and its diverse
community.

“The dilemma for our Council is that the costs of providing services and looking after
infrastructure to the standards required by our community are growing much more than inflation
and the Victorian Government’s rates cap,” Cr Cunsolo said.

The draft Budget continues to provide targeted relief for those who need it most as inflation and
cost of living pressures, including interest rates, are causing many community members to do it
tough.

As it's best practice to ensure our Ratings Strategy remains relevant for our community, we will
also be consulting on higher differential rates for derelict and vacant land and unactivated retail

land to incentivise landowners and discourage neglect linked to safety and amenity concerns,
she said.

Last year, Council was able to pass on a reduced average rate rise after receiving unexpected
increases in parking payments and interest. However, this year challenges include more

government cost-shifting and construction and service delivery costs running above projected
inflation.



The proposed average rate increase of 2.75 per cent for 2024/25 is still significantly below the
3.4 per cent forecast inflation rate over this timeframe.

Cr Cunsolo said delaying key capital works or much needed public space land acquisitions for
Port Phillip’s growing community would ultimately result in higher costs.

“We are also increasingly having to take on costs passed on by governments.”

Despite this, careful financial management, including extra efficiency savings, has provided a
strong foundation to deliver a comprehensive, balanced budget.

“We believe this proposed Budget allows us to keep delivering what makes our City so special,
from key infrastructure projects and local economy boosting events and activations to the many
services our residents deserve and expect,” Cr Cunsolo said.

“This draft Budget is aimed at providing positive outcomes for residents now, and in years to
come, and we are eager to hear what our community thinks.”

Key elements in our draft 2024/25 Budget:

« despite continuing high inflation, the proposed average rate increase of 2.75 per cent is within
the Victorian Government’s rates cap and below inflation. As the 2023/24 Budget's 2.8 per cent
average rate rise was lower than the rates cap, this Budget's proposed rise will be calculated
off this lower figure

» a 2.72 per cent rise in the default waste charge to $203.60, which follows rising waste costs
being experienced by all councils

- efficiency savings of $1.5 million, providing for a total of $6.4 million in permanent savings to
be delivered over this Council’s four-year term.

+ project investment of $133 million to maintain, grow and improve services and assets
(including over $44.9 million for land acquisition to provide more public open space)

« Council-funded pensioner rates rebate increasing 4.8 per cent to $220

» continuing business support offered under the Economic Recovery Package until June 2025

« an extra $40,000 for food relief

» most fees and charges increasing 3.65 per cent, 0.25 per cent above forecast inflation. Some
will be higher and some lower to reflect reasonable user pays charges.

The community consultation runs until 13 May. For more information or to provide feedback, go
to https://haveyoursay.portphillip.vic.gov.au/council-plan-and-budget

Following careful consideration of all feedback, the 2024/25 draft Budget is due to be adopted
on 26 June.

City News

Save the date for St Kilda Film
Festival

St Kilda Film Festival (SKFF) is celebrating 40 years
of short films on the big screen from 6-16 June.

Proudly produced and presented by City of Port
Phillip, SKFF is returning with another huge year
featuring a stellar and diverse selection of Australian




short films by both emerging and accomplished filmmakers across a vast range of sessions.
Whether you're into comedy, drama, horror, sci-fi, documentary, animation, or something else,
there are special screenings and events for all sensibilities.

Alongside these genre-curated programs, you can also catch a banging opening night and after
party, international showcases, The Big Picture: our free filmmaker development program,
cutting edge XR experiences, 16mm film sessions, and much more.

The Festival will be at The Alex Theatre and a bunch of other iconic St Kilda and South
Melbourne venues for its milestone edition. Be sure to save the date and stay tuned for our full
program out soon.

Visit: hitps://www.stkildafilmfestival.com.au/

Serving up the best happy hours
and dining deals
Sticking to a budget is harder than it used to be - but

you can still have a life and save money with our handy
guide to happy hour and dining specials.

From steaks to spirits, locals love these sweet deals.

Parma and burger nights, oysters, taco Tuesdays and cheese-lovers happy hour are also on
the menu.

Here's how you can eat out, for less.

Visit: https://whatsonstkilda.com/article/14913-a/best-happy-hours-and-dining-deals-in-st-kilda-
and-southside

Upper Esplanade works

If you've passed by Luna Park or the Palais Theatre
recently you may have noticed some changes to traffic
conditions.

The Upper Esplanade (westbound only) has been closed
while we construct vehicle management barriers along
the roads edge.

Trams will not be affected and public buses have permission to use the tram tracks to enable
them to stay on their designated routes.

Luna Park and the Palais Theatre will continue to operate as normal over this period (so you
don't have to miss out on thrills, tunes and entertainment).

We anticipate the Upper Esplanade will re-open in early May.

Read more: https://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/about-the-council/projects-and-works/palais-
theatre-and-luna-park-precinct-revitalisation

ANZAC Day services



ANZAC Day (25 April) is a national day of remembrance
in Australia and New Zealand when both nations
commemorate those who have served in wars, conflicts,
and peacekeeping operations.

Port Phillip residents are invited to attend the following
services:

Friends of Elwood RSL Anzac Day Commemoration Service
Location: Foreshore in front of ElIwood Sailing Club

Date: Thursday 25 April 2024

Time: 8.30 — 9.30 am

Port Melbourne Anzac Day Commemoration Service

Location: World War One memorial Beach Street, Port Melbourne
Date: Thursday 25 April 2024

Time: 10 — 11 am

Road closures: 8.00 am — 12.00 pm Beach Street Port Melbourne, from Bay Street through to
Princes Street

VAJEX Australia Inc ANZAC Commemoration Service
Location: Glen Eira Town Hall Auditorium (Corner Glen Eira and Hawthorn Road, Caulfield)
Date: Sunday 28 April 2024
Time: 10.30 am
Shrine of Remembrance ANZAC Day Service
Location: Shrine of Remembrance
Date: Thursday 25 April 2024
Key timings:
+ 5.30 am: Dawn Service commences

« 7 am: Shrine of Remembrance opens
* 9 am: Anzac Day March commences

The service will be livestreamed and available to view on the Shrine of Remembrance website,
or the Shrine's Facebook and YouTube channels.

Temple talk

The heritage-listed See Yup Temple in Raglan Street, South Melbourne, is rising from the ashes
of a fire in February.

Historian and curator Dr Sophie Couchman will explore the historical, spiritual and cultural



heritage embodied by the temple and its contents at a
free heritage talk on Monday 6 May at Emerald Hill
Library at 6.30 pm.

The See Yup Temple is Australia’s oldest continuously
operating Chinese temple. The temple was built in 1866
and holds national significance.

Fortunately, the fire was restricted to the main building,
and the Buddhist-Taoist temple’s ancestral halls and
adjacent buildings were spared. There was no damage
done to the thousands of wooden plaques in the
ancestral halls recording the names and places of origin ‘
of Chinese immigrants, many of them coming to work at the goldfields.

See Yup Society Vice-President Michael Lam said restoration works are almost ready to begin.

“It is important to us to restore the temple and its artefacts so its rich heritage can continue,” Mr
Lam said.

A temporary roof will soon be in place and a project management plan is being finalised. Once
the roof provides further protection, work will also begin on expertly restoring those artefacts
damaged in the blaze.

“There’s still a lot of things to be done but we are excited that the restoration will soon be
underway,” Mr Lam said.

All three altars survived, with the grand altar completely untouched by the flames.

“One of the altars was burnt at the top and bottom but not where the god sits in the middle. |
think | will pay more attention in the future when | put a joss stick in at the altar,” Mr Lam smiled.

For bookings: https://library.portphillip.vic.gov.au/what-s-on/heritage-talk-see-yup-temple-with-
dr-sophie-couchman

Become one of our regular
venue hirers

Applications for the regular hire of our community
facilities is now open.

Do you need a place to hold your weekly or monthly
activities, classes, or meetings? Then we have the
community space for you.

Applications for the regular hire of our community facilities for the period between 1 July
2024 and 30 June 2025 will open 17 April and will remain open until 11.59 pm Sunday 5 May
2024.

We have 12 venues and 27 rooms available for hire.

Read more: https://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/about-the-council/news-and-media/here-s-how-
you-can-become-one-of-our-regular-venue-hirer



Did you miss our last Council
meeting?

Actions at our 17 April Council Meeting included:

» Councillors endorsed a draft Council Plan and
Budget (Year 4) for community consultation.

» Councillors received a petition in relation to the
Inkerman Street Safety Improvement Project.

« Councillors endorsed the draft Footpath Trading Guidelines for community consultation.

Read more: https://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/about-the-council/news-and-media/council-

meeting-catchup-17-april-2024

Arts in Focus

Apply for the Rupert
Bunny Fellowship

Applications for the 2024 Rupert Bunny
Foundation Visual Arts Fellowship are now
open with local artists encouraged to apply
for the $30,000 acquisitive award.

The biennial fellowship supports professional
artistic development and celebrates
excellence in contemporary visual arts.

Divercity spoke to Dr Lisa Anderson who
shared their experience receiving the Rupert
Bunny Fellowship in 2022.

“It was an honour as the Rupert Bunny is
quite prestigious,” Dr Anderson said. “It shifts
a lot of things for an artist when they get that
kind of recognition, and it gave me a lot of
confidence."

“Being the Rupert Bunny Fellow is a foot in
the door. It's a way to grab attention, and then
everyone wants to know what you’re doing
with the fellowship.”

Dr Anderson was awarded the fellowship for

Playwrights in the
spotlight

Submissions open 1 May for an exciting
creative development opportunity for
emerging and experienced playwrights
who call Port Phillip home.

To be presented in partnership with
Melbourne Writers’ Theatre, the free
Gasworks Script Lab will once again be
delivered on-site at Gasworks Arts Park.

Participants will attend a series of writing
workshops before further developing their
new scripts in sessions with professional
directors and actors. The program will
culminate in two Script Showcases to be
presented on stage to the public on
October 22 and 23.

The Emerging stream, to be facilitated by
short play enthusiast and teacher Michael
Olsen, will cater for up to 10 aspiring
writers who have never written for the
stage but are interested in exploring the
craft of playwriting. Participants will be



a multimedia, visual arts project, Beguiling,
which was recently exhibited at the Victorian
Pride Centre from November 2023 to January
2024.

As a member of the LGBTIQA+ community,
Dr Anderson said it was important to be
recognised within the pride community.

“The Pride Centre is a fabulous space, but it's
also an open public space and it meant a lot
to me that so many people saw the exhibition
and engaged with it.”

Beguiling is an evocative, multimedia
exploration of changing landscapes and
environmental collapse, casting an important
spotlight on our approach to the ongoing
climate emergency.

Dr Anderson's photographs hint at the
measures we use in the doomsday clock
made by scientists to demonstrate human
impacts on Earth.

While the Beguiling exhibition is over, one
neon sculpture, Aurora: Dawn, is still on
display in the Pride Centre’s foyer area.
Another Beguiling piece, Aurora: Dawn
#2 (neon), has been selected for the
prestigious Blake Prize in Sydney.

Dr Anderson said one of the unexpected
outcomes of Beguiling was having the
exhibition promoted in a news article by
Broadsheet.

“It was listed as one of the top 10 things to do
over the summer. So, it was me next to the
NGV and that’s pretty cool!”

As Dr Anderson’s artistic career continues to
thrive, the 2022 Rupert Bunny Fellow shared
some advice for artists looking to apply for
the 2024 Fellowship.

“People should apply if they are connected to
the Port Phillip area and want to talk about
that connection in some way,” Dr Anderson
said. “Don’t worry if you aren’t an established
artist as it's about the strength of your
projects.”

Dr Anderson, now affectionately referred to
as a “Bunny” along with other fellowship
alumni, said joining the community of
fellowship recipients continues to be
rewarding for her career.

guided to write a short play from scratch.

In the Experienced stream, to be led by
award-winning playwright and theatre-
maker Laura Lethlean, up to six
playwrights with one or more production
credits will receive dramaturgical support
to further develop the full-length play they
are currently working on.

Participants must be available to attend all
of the program sessions.



“Receiving the fellowship is a great way of
connecting and entering into an artistic
dialogue with a broader community and that
within itself is extremely valuable.”

“The sharing of ideas has been really
beneficial and the help along the way and
connections made, including those through
Council, becomes quite important as it’s all
about creating community.”

Dr Anderson is currently the Artist in
Residence for the Abbotsford Convent and
has an upcoming project Searching for the
Ghosts of Desire showing soon. Dr Anderson
also looks forward to exhibiting another
project in Sorrento’s &Gallery in December.

In 1991 a fire swept through St Kilda Town
Hall destroying part of the building and its
contents. A number of artworks were
damaged including The Forerunners by
Rupert Bunny — a significant and valuable
painting.

In the spirit of the contribution Rupert Bunny
made to the visual arts, the insurance funds
from the painting were used to establish the
Rupert Bunny Foundation.

The Rupert Bunny Foundation Visual Arts
Fellowship was established in 2005 and aims
to support contemporary visual artists with an
identifiable commitment to visual arts
excellence.

Applications for the 2024 Rupert Bunny
Fellowship close on Monday 20 May at 5 PM.

For more information,

visit: https://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/people-
and-community/funds-grants-and-
subsidies/rupert-bunny-foundation-visual-
arts-fellowship

Help Shape our City

Come and chat to us!

We'll be popping up in neighbourhoods around Port Phillip in from 20 April to 11 May to chat
about current Council projects which are open for community engagement. This will include our
Council Plan and Budget.



Join the conversation in person

o April 20 - Albert Park/Middle Park
e April 20 - Elwood

o April 23 - South Melbourne

May 4 - St Kilda/St Kilda West
May 8 - Ripponlea

May 10 - Balaclava/East St Kilda
May 11 - St Kilda Road

« May 11 - Port Melbourne

Visit Have Your Say for more detail about times, locations and the projects we'll be discussing
over the next few weeks.

Council Plan and Budget

Community consultation has opened for our draft 2024/25 Budget and Council Plan (Year 4)
update. To learn more or provide feedback, go to Have Your Say.

Other projects open for community feedback

« Dog Off-Leash Guidelines: review and give your feedback on these draft guidelines by
28 April.

» Footpath Trading_Guidelines: give your feedback by 17 May.

« Digital parking_permits: taking your questions until 28 May.

Inkerman Safety Improvement Project
Thank you to everyone who provided feedback on the Inkerman Safety Improvement Project.

The Engagement Summary Report and accompanying Council report were presented to a
Council Meeting on 20 March and are available for viewing online here.

Councillors will now consider how to proceed with the project and will make a decision at the 15
May Council Meeting.

Visit: https://haveyoursay.portphillip.vic.gov.au/

Sustainability

Winter comfort for renters

There are many things you can control to help you
have a better renting experience and a more
comfortable home over winter.

Join a free online Zoom session on Tuesday 28 May
from 7 pm to 8.30 pm and hear practical tips

from Renew’s energy efficiency experts to prepare
your home to stay warm throughout winter.

Topics include:

« your rights as a renter
« how to take control of your energy use to minimise costs



« how to avoid the cold and the impact of windows, ceiling, walls and floors

« causes of draughts — including how to find and reduce them

« different types of installed and portable cooling and the best and worst choices for
running costs.

Library Visit

Sensitive Storytime

It's Sensitive Storytime and 12 young participants are
enthusiastically scrunching colourful scarves into
“flowers”.

Just like the “flowers”, these 3 to 5-year-olds are
blossoming at a Storytime designed for children who are
neuro-divergent or thrive in a quieter, more controlled
environment.

-

While open to all children, Sensitive Storytime has been adapted from the preschool storytimes
run by Port Phillip Library Service.

The differences are subtle but significant. Sensitive Storytimes are smaller and run before the
library opens to reduce noise and interruptions.

A whiteboard sets out the order of activities and there is a comfy cubby-like area filled with
cushions and a pair of noise cancelling headphones for children needing to take a break.

Just like any Storytime, however, books and songs with fun actions are shared by storyteller
Leah. Most of the young patrticipants throw themselves into the fun while a couple wander off to
the side before returning when they feel ready to re-join the group.

Librarian Emma suggested offering a Sensitive Storytime after noticing some neuro-divergent
children were becoming distressed or disruptive during regular storytimes. Examples of neuro-
divergence include Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD).

“Sensitive Storytime is a great way to help children who do best in a quieter environment to
develop and enjoy positive associations with reading, learning and social play from an early
age. It's also an important way of showing that our libraries are inclusive and everyone is
welcome,” Emma said.

How can | attend?

Where: Emerald Hill Library, 195 Bank Street, South Melbourne

When: 11 am to 12 pm every second and fourth Thursday of the month (sessions resume after
the school holidays)

Bookings are essential, go to: https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1055691

All sessions are wheelchair accessible. If you or your child have additional accessibility
requirements, please call 9209 6655 or email library@portphillip.vic.gov.au



Community Spirit

Sustainability (sea) stars

Port Phillip Bay is a safer home for native marine animals
following Earthcare St Kilda removing a tonne of invasive
Northern Pacific Sea Stars over 2023.

The marine pest is a voracious predator which feeds on
species such as mussels, pipis, ascidians and sea snails.

The non-profit conservation group also has lots of other volunteering opportunities including

revegetation and seagrass stories.

Visit: hitps://earthcarestkilda.org.au/

What's On

FORGE workshop

Saturday 25 May

10 amto 3 pm
Temperance Hall, South
Melbourne

The FORGE free,
inclusive and participatory
workshop is offering
insight into the
performance making
practice of the Rawcus
Ensemble.

Participants will be led
through a series of
physical exercises, text
generation tasks and
creative prompts that
allow for on the floor
exploration and
discoveries.

This workshop is suitable

MOTHER'S

DAY TRAIL

Spoil mum
this Mother's Day

Mother's Day is around the
corner (12 May) and Port
Phillip traders have plenty to
offer.

Local markets and traders offer
a range of handmade, locally
produced gifts, art pieces,
jewellery and more.

In the lead up to Mother's Day,
Port Melbourne Business
Association will be hosting its
first Mother's Day Artisan
Market on Saturday 4 May.

Then on the special day, head
over to Acland Street for

the Mother's Day Trail where
mum can experience all Acland
Precinct has to offer — coffee,
cake, entertainment and

_

Bike checks

Saturday 26 April
10 amto 1 pm
South Melbourne Market

Free tune-ups for all bikes
are being offered by
Back2bikes at a bike
servicing pop-up.

After the 10-minute checks,
they offer suggestions on
what other work may need
to be done.

The pop-up, at Cecil Street,
near the bus stop, is held
the fourth Saturday of the
month.

The not-for-profit
organisation donated more
than 200 bikes to people in
need last year.

S e



for people with and prizes.

without a disability who This was possible due to
have an interest in Be entertained by either community members
inclusive performance flamenco, a mum’s comedy donating bikes, buying a
practice and are aged 18 show or a fashion parade refurbished bike, getting
years and over, followed by opera for only $5. their bikes serviced by
Back2bikes, volunteering or

For more information, visit The Acland Street Village participating in courses.
the Rawcus website. Business Association is also

hosting a photo competition, St For more information about

Kilda, My View, with exciting Back2bikes, go to

prizes on offer. Entries close 1 their website

May.
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